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Intermountain	  Oil	  and	  Gas	  BMP	  Project	  
Memoranda	  of	  Understanding	  Databases:	  
Guide	  to	  Searching	  the	  BMP	  Database	  
	  
 
In	  the	  Intermountain	  Oil	  and	  Gas	  Best	  Management	  
Practices	  (BMPs)	  Project,	  BMPs	  are	  defined	  by	  the	  
author	  of	  the	  document	  from	  which	  they	  are	  derived.	  	  
Consequently,	  “best”	  may	  be	  best	  from	  the	  perspective	  
of	  government,	  industry	  groups,	  academics,	  NGOs,	  etc.	  	  
In	  the	  case	  of	  MOUs,	  BMPs	  are	  defined	  by	  the	  local	  
government	  and	  operators	  that	  negotiated/executed	  
the	  MOU.	  	  In	  some	  MOUs,	  authors	  have	  listed	  BMPs	  in	  
the	  main	  body	  language	  of	  the	  MOU.	  	  In	  many	  MOUs,	  the	  authors	  have	  listed	  the	  BMPs	  in	  a	  
special	  appendix	  or	  exhibit.	  	  
	  
For	  ease	  of	  comparing	  and	  sorting,	  BMPs	  are	  entered	  into	  the	  database	  “issue	  by	  issue”.	  	  
For	  example,	  one	  paragraph	  in	  an	  MOU	  labeled	  “Pit	  Practices”	  may	  be	  entered	  into	  the	  
database	  as	  several	  BMPs	  –	  one	  specifying	  a	  type	  of	  berm,	  another	  requiring	  fencing	  or	  a	  
specific	  type	  of	  pit	  liner.	  	  MOU	  best	  practices	  are	  included	  in	  the	  database	  regardless	  of	  
whether	  they	  are	  identical	  to,	  stronger	  or	  weaker	  than	  applicable	  COGCC	  or	  local	  
government	  regulation.	  Consequently,	  simply	  comparing	  the	  number	  of	  BMPs	  from	  one	  
MOU	  to	  another	  would	  be	  a	  meaningless	  measure	  of	  the	  MOU’s	  value/quality	  for	  protecting	  
a	  particular	  interest	  or	  resource.	  	  One	  BMP	  that	  is	  more	  stringent	  than	  the	  COGCC	  
regulations	  would	  be	  more	  protective	  than	  five	  BMPs	  that	  simple	  mimic	  the	  COGCC	  
regulations.	  
	  
BMPs	  can	  be	  accessed	  by:	  

• Listing	  all	  the	  BMPs	  in	  a	  specific	  MOU,	  and	  
• Searching	  by	  keyword	  or	  using	  filters.	  

	  
	  

Listing of BMPs in an MOU: 
Users	  can	  access	  a	  list	  of	  all	  of	  the	  BMPs	  from	  a	  specific	  MOU	  through	  the	  MOU	  document’s	  
data	  record.	  	  After finding an MOU of interest through a bibliographic search (see Figure 1), 
click on ‘Publication Name’ to view the data record for the MOU (see Figure 2).  
	  
	   	  

Work in Progress:  Note that 
the BMP Database is a work in 
progress.  MOU BMP data 
entry may not be complete for 
the MOUs or issues in your 
search. 
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FIGURE	  1.	  

	  
For a listing of BMPs in the document, click on ‘View all BMPs from this publication’ (see 
Figure 2). 
	  
FIGURE	  2.	  
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Sorting	  the	  report	  of	  BMPs	  by	  ‘BMP	  ID’	  will	  list	  the	  BMPs	  in	  the	  order	  in	  which	  they	  were	  
entered	  into	  the	  database,	  which	  is	  generally	  the	  order	  in	  which	  they	  occurred	  in	  the	  MOU	  
(Figure	  3).	  	  Sorting	  by	  ‘Text	  of	  BMP’	  will	  order	  BMPs	  within	  the	  section	  of	  the	  MOU	  from	  
which	  they	  were	  derived	  (e.g.,	  all	  air	  quality	  BMPs	  together).	  
	  
FIGURE	  3	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
BMP	  Database	  Search:	  
Users	  can	  search	  the	  BMP	  Database,	  by	  going	  to:	  
http://www.oilandgasbmps.org/bmpadvsearch.php	  	  
Use	  ‘Keywords’	  and	  other	  selection	  filters	  (left	  
column)	  and	  ‘Extra	  Fields	  to	  Display’	  and	  ‘Sort	  
Options’	  (right	  column)	  as	  illustrated	  in	  Figure	  4.	  
	  
	  
	  
	   	  

Caution Crafting Keyword 
Searches!  

See the “Search Tips” icon  
near the Keywords panel. 
✓Adding a ? to your keyword 
(road?) is necessary to search 
for plurals (i.e., road and roads).   
✓Adding an * to a keyword 
(pipe*) will capture variations 
(e.g., pipe, pipes, pipeline). 
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FIGURE	  4	  

	  
	  
Limiting	  a	  search	  to	  BMPs	  from	  MOUs:	  	  

• To	  compile	  a	  list	  of	  all	  BMPs	  from	  only	  the	  Local	  Government	  –	  Operator	  MOUs	  in	  
the	  database,	  simply	  type	  the	  acronym	  “MOU”	  into	  the	  keyword	  search	  field.	  	  And	  
leave	  the	  adjacent	  dropdown	  menu	  on	  the	  default	  ‘Match	  All’.	  	  This	  will	  limit	  your	  
search	  to	  these	  MOUs	  (less	  than	  50	  documents),	  but	  yield	  over	  2,500	  BMPs1	  (as	  of	  
June	  2016).	  

• Omitting	  “MOU”	  from	  the	  Keyword	  panel	  will	  result	  in	  a	  search	  on	  BMPs	  from	  all	  of	  
the	  800+	  documents	  in	  the	  database	  –	  yielding	  over	  11,000	  BMPs2	  as	  of	  June	  2016.	  

• To	  limit	  your	  search	  to	  BMPs	  regarding	  a	  specific	  issue,	  further	  limit	  the	  search	  by	  
                                                
1 Go to 
http://www.oilandgasbmps.org/bmpadvsearch.php?pagenum=1&dispcnt=160&sortby=pubName
&sortdir=asc&mode=2&match=all&titleonly=&kw=mou&cat%5B%5D=0&loc%5B%5D=0&sp
ec%5B%5D=0&field%5B%5D=0&timing%5B%5D=0&disp%5B%5D=id&disp%5B%5D=title
&disp%5B%5D=text&disp%5B%5D=pubName&sortby2=text&showdocs=0&citextra=0 
2 Go to 
http://www.oilandgasbmps.org/bmpadvsearch.php?pagenum=1&dispcnt=160&sortby=pubName
&sortdir=asc&mode=2&match=all&titleonly=&kw=&cat%5B%5D=0&loc%5B%5D=0&spec%
5B%5D=0&field%5B%5D=0&timing%5B%5D=0&disp%5B%5D=id&disp%5B%5D=title&dis
p%5B%5D=text&disp%5B%5D=pubName&sortby2=text&showdocs=0&citextra=0 
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choosing	  a	  filter	  criterion	  from	  a	  dropdown	  menu	  in	  the	  left	  column	  of	  the	  search	  
page	  (e.g.,	  ‘Category’	  =	  Air	  Quality	  and	  Emissions)	  or	  add	  a	  limiting	  keyword	  to	  the	  
panel	  (e.g.,	  ‘Keyword’	  =	  MOU	  traffic).	  	  

	  
When	  limiting	  your	  searches,	  start	  simple.	  	  To	  search	  ONLY	  within	  the	  BMPs	  of	  MOUs,	  the	  
keyword	  search	  must	  use	  the	  ‘Match	  All’	  function.	  	  This	  means	  that	  a	  keyword	  search	  of	  	  
“MOU	  habitat?”	  will	  yield	  six	  BMPs,	  while	  a	  keyword	  search	  of	  “MOU	  habitat?	  Wildlife”	  will	  
yield	  only	  three	  BMPs	  because	  both	  the	  words	  “habitat”	  or	  “habitats”	  and	  “wildlife”	  must	  
occur	  in	  the	  text,	  title	  or	  note	  section	  of	  the	  BMP.	  
	  
The	  Advanced	  BMP	  Search	  screen	  in	  Figure	  4	  indicates	  the	  search	  filters	  and	  display	  
criteria	  used	  to	  obtain	  the	  result	  illustrated	  in	  the	  database	  search	  result	  shown	  in	  Figure	  5	  
(excerpt	  of	  54	  BMPs	  from	  19	  MOUs	  as	  of	  June	  2016).	  	  Note	  that	  a	  search	  of	  all	  traffic-‐
related	  BMPs3	  in	  the	  database	  would	  yield	  an	  additional	  169	  BMPs	  from	  various	  sources.	  
 
FIGURE 5 

 
	  

                                                
3 Go to 
http://www.oilandgasbmps.org/bmpadvsearch.php?pagenum=1&dispcnt=160&sortby=pubName
&sortdir=asc&mode=2&match=all&titleonly=&kw=traffic&cat%5B%5D=0&loc%5B%5D=0&
spec%5B%5D=0&field%5B%5D=0&timing%5B%5D=0&disp%5B%5D=id&disp%5B%5D=tit
le&disp%5B%5D=text&disp%5B%5D=pubName&sortby2=text&showdocs=0&citextra=0  
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Users	  can	  customize	  the	  components	  of	  a	  search	  result	  and	  manipulate	  the	  order	  of	  BMPs	  
in	  the	  search	  result	  by	  checking	  or	  un-‐checking	  ‘Extra	  Fields	  to	  Display’	  and	  choosing	  
‘Sort	  Options’	  from	  the	  Advanced	  BMP	  Search	  Screen	  (Figure	  4)	  or	  ‘Sort	  Options’	  from	  the	  
search	  results	  screen	  (Figure	  5).	  	  Registered	  users	  (following	  a	  free	  and	  simple	  registration	  
process)	  can	  download	  the	  BMP	  search	  report	  to	  an	  Excel	  file.	  	  See	  the	  ‘login’	  link	  on	  Figure	  
5.	  
 


