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RECORD OF DECISION

DECISION, IMPLEMENTATION,
AND AVAILABILITY

Decision

The decision is to approve the proposed
resource management plan described in the Fina/
Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact
Statement (RMP/EIS) for the Plalte River Resource
Area (1984).

This decision is based on consideration of the
13 resource issues defined in the draft and final
RMP/EIS, the environmental consequences of the
alternatives, public comments on the draft RMP/
EIS, the results of consultations with public
agencies, Wyoming state government, private
industries, and public land user groups and
individuals. The proposed management plan is the
environmentally preferable alternative.

The planning decisions for the resource
management plan are defined in the “Planning
Decisions” section of this document. These
decisions will guide the management of the public
lands and resources in the Platte River Resource
area (PRRA).

Management prescriptions for 14 resource
management units (RMUs) are presented in this
record of decision. In all cases, RMU prescriptions
have been guided by the planning decisions.

Activity plans and environmental assessments
needed to implement certain decisions in the RMP
may identify a need for variation in management
action. Any such site-specific variations will be
guided by the planning decisions.

New policy changes that may occur will be
incorporated into the plan. New issues requiring
resolution will be addressed through the plan
amendment process or deferred until this plan is
revised.

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) policy and
regulations require that a rangeland program
summary (RPS) be prepared and distributed for
public information. The RPS is an integral part
of this record of decision. Information that is
normally required in a range program summary
is identified in this record of decision with the
following symbol: *rpPs*.

The following listed parts of the draft and final
RMP/EIS are a part of this decision. Practices
defined in the listed sections are guided by the

ptanning decisions and RMU prescriptions
delineated in this record of decision.

Sections from Draft RMP/EIS

Appendix D: Current Grazing Leases and Categories
Appendix E: Allotment Categorization Criteria
Volume Il: Maps (overlays)

Glossary

References

Sections from Final RMP/EIS

Appendix G: Summaries of Oil and Gas EAs

Appendix H: Summary of Coal Planning in the PRRA and
TBNG

Supplemental giossary terms and references

Effective with this decision is the designation
and management of two areas of critical
environmental concern: the Salt Creek Area of
Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) and the
Jackson Canyon ACEC. These areas will be
managed in accordance with the general
provisions established in the Platte RMP/EIS.
More specific management guidance is provided
in the Salt Creek ACEC activity plan and will be
available for Jackson Canyon when the wildlife
habitat management plan is developed for that
ACEC.

Implementation, Monitoring, and
Evaluation

The Platte River Resource Area office and the
Casper District are responsible forimplementation
and monitoring of the Platte River RMP. An
implementation and monitering plan will be
completed by September 1985.

This management plan wiil be implemented over
a period of ten years or more. Implementation of
the plan is of course subject to the availability
of funding and personnel and to changes in
priorities. The effects of implementation will be
monitored and evaluated continually over the life
of this plan. The general purposes of this
monitoring and evaluation will be as follows:

To determine if an action is fulfilling the
purpose and need for which it was designed,
or if there is a need for modification or
termination of an action

To discover anticipated or unpredictable
effects
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To determine if mitigating measures are
working as prescribed

To ensure that decisions are bein
implemented as scheduled )

To provide continuing evaluation of
consistency with state and local plans and
programs

To provide for continuing comparison of plan
benefits versus costs, including social,
economic, and environmental aspects

Monitoring plans will be developed for specific
activities within resource programs.

Analysis of the data collected from the
monitoring and evaluation process will provide
information regarding the effects of the land use
decisions and the adequacy of mitigation
methods. If monitoring indicates that significant
unexpected adverse impacts are occurring or that
mitigating measures are not working as predicted,
it may be necessary to amend or revise the RMP.
Conversely, if implementation and mitigating
efforts are highly successful, monitoring and
evaluation efforts may be reduced.

Public Availability of This Document

This record of decision has been sent to all
recipients of the final Platte River Resource Area
RMP/EIS. Additional copies are available from Jim
Melton, Area Manager, Platte River Resource
Area, Bureau of Land Management, 111 S.
Wolcott, Room 111, Casper, Wyoming 82601;
telephone (307) 261-5001.

SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS AND
PLANNING

Resolution of Issues

The plan focuses primarily on the 13 resource
management issues that were generated through
a process involving intensive public input and the
professional judgment of BLM personnel. The
procedure by which the issues were established
is described in appendix A of the RMP/EIS. The
issues relate to protection of cultural resources,
extraction of sand and gravel, fire management,
forest management, grazing management, land
disposition, designation of utility/transportation
corridors, withdrawal of certain areas from mineral

development, obtaining access to public lands,
management of recreation areas, watershed
protection, managemsant of wildlife habitat, and
special designations for certain areas.

Alternatives

Formulation of Alternatives

The capability of the resource area to respond
to the issues was evaluated during the planning
process (analysis of the management situation).
Fourteen separate areas in the PRRA were
identified where specific management or
dominant resource uses now occur or could occur
in the future. These areas were designated
“resource management units.” Each RMU was
analyzed in terms of the issues, the data available,
and the ability of the resources in that RMU to
meet future demands. Various management
options were explored that addressed each issue
in each RMU. This analysis was the basis for
formulating the alternatives for the resource
management plan. Each RMP alternative placed
varying emphasis on rescurce protection and
production and provided reasonable and
implementable solutions for the 13 land use issues.

Alternatives Eliminated from Detailed Study

Several alternatives were considered during the
planning process but eliminated from further
detailed study. Those possible alternatives, and
the rationale for dropping each of them, are
discussed in the draft RMP/EIS, chapter 2. The
alternatives not considered in detail were
elimination of livestock grazing, major reductions
in livestock grazing, reduction of restrictions in
oil and gas areas, and various leasing levels for
coal development. To satisfy the requirement for
a range program summary, the grazing-related
alternatives eliminated from detailed study are
presented below, together with the rationale for
eliminating each from further study.

*RPS* The alternative to eliminate livestock grazing was not
considered for the following reasons:

It would not have resolved the grazing issues in the
PRRA.

It would not have been practical or reasonable to
implement extensive land trades to consolidate
federal lands or to construct the fences that would
be needed to keep livestock off public land
intermingled with private and state land.

Benefits to other resources such as wildiife and
watershed would have been minimal.

The alternative proposing major reductions in livestock
grazing was not considered for the following reasons:
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Existing resource data would not have justified this
alternative. Many situations that appeared to be
resource conflicts during the aliotment
categorization process were found to be
nonconflicting.

Few opportunities were found to improve range
condition or resolve resource conflicts through a
reduction in livestock grazing.

Alternatives Considered in Detail

Four alternatives were considered in detail in
the RMP/EIS, and a preferred plan was presented.
The four alternatives are summarized below.

Alternative 1, Continuation of Existing
Management (no action), would continue present
management in the PRRA, which has been guided
by management framework plans (MFPs) and
other approved land use and activity plans.

*RPS* Existing grazing leases would continue unchanged.
Two AMPs would be maintained, and the level of
development of range improvements would be low.

Alternative 2, Low Level Management, would
emphasize the administration of mandatory
operations and other nondiscretionary public
demand work at a minimum level sufficient to
comply with laws and regulations. Prescriptions
for intensive management would be carried out
only in high priority areas.

*RPS* Grazing administration would emphasize wildlife and
watershed uses. Livestock reductions would be
implemented on two allotments. Two new AMPs would
be implemented. Development of range improvement
projects and weed and pest contro!l would be restricted

to actions that would benefit watershed, wildlife, and
recreation programs.

Alternative 3, Moderate Level Management,
would emphasize resource development
consistent with necessary resource protection.
This alternative prescribes a more aggressive
management level that would allow full use of
resources while adequately protecting them.

*RPS* Livestock grazing use would increase by 7%. Eleven
new AMPs would be implemented, and a moderate level
of range improvement projects would be developed. Weed
and pest control programs would be allowed under certain
conditions.

Alternative 4, High Level Management, would
emphasize a maximum level of production of
resources and use, depending on the resource
program being considered.

*RPS* Livestock grazing use would increase by 9%. Twenty-
nine new AMPs would be developed, and development
of range improvement projects would be restricted only
by a tack of funds. There would be few restrictions on
weed and pest control.

The Resource Management Plan

The resource management plan described in
this record of decision is made up of elements
from the four alternatives presented in the RMP/
EIS. The elements were selected according to

which alternative would be most environmentally
acceptable and would best address the issues and
meet the needs of each resource program. The
rationale for selection of each element of the plan
is presented in detail in chapter 2 of the final RMP/
EIS.

*RPS* Alternative 1, Continuation of Existing Management
(no action) was selected for all aspects of grazing
management except for range improvement projects, for
which Alternative 3, moderate level management, was
selected.

The management plan for grazing was chosen for the
following reasons:

Areawide range condition is generally rated good.
Historically, there has been a gradual improvement
in range condition.

Of the 10% overall potential increase in livestock forage,
half could be achieved through livestock
management techniques and half through the
development of range improvement projects. The
preferred alternative allows for both, even though
it is weighted more heavily toward range
improvement projects.

Overgrazing problems, when they occur, are generally
sporadic and isolated, and they occur in different
areas from year to year.

The analysis did not show significant use conflicts
between livestock and other resource users.

The environmental consequences associated
with this plan are discussed in chapter 4 in the
final RMP/EIS.

Public Participation and Consistency

A public participation plan was prepared to
ensure that the public would have numerous
opportunities to be actively involved in the
planning and environmental processes. Both
formal and informal input have been encouraged
and utilized. Public participation has been
extensive during the preparation of this RMP. This
participation is described in detail in chapter 6
of the draft and final versions of the RMP/EIS.

*RPS* Every grazing lessee was contacted either in person
or by letter during the aliotment categorization process.
The following items were discussed: range condition and
trend, existing grazing systems, range suitability,
production potential, wildlife habitat values, user conflicts,
public controversy, land patterns and acreage, and range
improvement needs. These matters were considered
throughout the RMP process.

BLM personnel held one additional meeting with Natrona
County ranchers to present the grazing management
portion of the draft RMP/EIS.
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INTRODUCTION

The planning decisions detailed in this section
will guide management for the public lands in the
Platte River Resource Area for the next ten or more
years. These decisions guided the development
of the prescriptions for RMUs 1 through 14, which
are detailed in the next section. All land use
proposals will be evaluated for conformance with
these decisions.

SEQUENCE OF DECISIONS

The land use decisions will be found in the
following pages in the sequence shown in the
following list, by the program numbers noted
below. Decisions marked with an asterisk
constrain, prohibit, or {imit surface development.
They apply to all land use proposals that invoive
surface development. Site-specific mitigation for
proposals will be determined case by case in
environmentai assessments (EAs).

The maps in Volume Il of the RMP/EIS define
the areas where the decisions apply. Those maps
are for graphic purposes only—specific locations
are shown on detaited maps in the PRRA office
in Casper.

Cultural Resources (map 4)

*C1  Spanish Diggings
*C2 Oregon Trail
*C3 Bozeman Trail
C4 Establishment of data base
*C5 Protection of cultural sites

Energy and Minerals (maps 5, 6, and 7)

M1 Oil and gas

M2 Coal

M3 Salable minerals
M4  Locatable minerals

Fire Management

FM1  Prescribed burning
FM2 Heavy equipment use
FM3 Fire suppression in bald eagle roost areas

Forest Management (map 8)

F1 Forest management activity plans
F2 Allowable cut

F3 Harvest in the Muddy Mountain EEA
F4 Forest demonstration area

Grazing Management (maps 9 and 10)

G1  Grazing lease administration
G2 Weed and pest control
G3 Stock driveways

Lands (maps 11 and 12)

L1 Land disposition
*L2  Withdrawals

1.3 Corridors

L4  Access

Recreation Management (map 13)

“R1  Recreation area management plans
R2 Off-road vebicles

*R3 Environmental education areas

*R4  Visual resource management

Soil, Water, and Air (maps 14, 15, 16, and
17)

SWA1 Watershed plans

*SWAZ Surtace water protection
*SWAS3 Soil protection

*SWA4  Slope restrictions
*SWAS Cedar Ridge

SWAB Fragile areas

SWA7? Rims and Gorges

Wildlife (maps 18, 19, and 20)

*WL1 Habitat management plans
*WL2 Antelope habitat management
*WL3 Deer habitat management
*WL4 Sage grouse leks
*WL5 Critical winter range for elk
*WL6E Bald eagles
*WL7 Raptors
WL8 Turkeys
WLS Black-footed ferret habitat
WL10 Riparian habitat

Special Designations (map 21)

*SD1  Pterodacty! Track (natural history)
*SD2 Red Wall (recreation)

SD3 Salt Creek ACEC (soil, water, and air)
*SD4 Jackson Canyon ACEC (wildlife)

*SD5  Muddy Mountain EEA (recreation)

SD6 Casper Sand Dunes (soil, water, and air)
SD7 Natural Landmarks
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LAND USE DECISIONS

Cultural Resources

*C1: Spanish Diggings (48PL48)

No surface development will be permitted on
the Spanish Diggings prehistoric quarry (520
acres).

*C2: Oregon Trail

Sites along the Oregon National Historic Trail
and the Mormon Picneer National Historic Trail
(calted the Oregun-Mormon Trail in this
document) will be managed so as to foster,
promote, and protect from adverse impacts its
significant cultural, scientific, and recreational
values, as outlined in the National Park Service's
Oregon Trail Comprehensive Management Plan.
Therefore, no surface development will be allowed
on the following sites, and the BLM will reassess
the need to include other sites as they may be
identified and to write management plans for sites
that are potentially eligible for the Naticnal
Register of Historic Places (955 acres). The
Oregon-Mormon Trail sites marked with an
asterisk in the following list will be nominated to
the National Register (829 acres).

*Fort Laramie A, T26N, R64W, Sec. 35, SW#ANE,
SEV:NWV:, SWYUSWVINWYNW Y, and Y mile of either
side of the trail through lots 6, 7, 8, and the WASE 4
*Fort Laramie B, T26N, R64W, Sec. 27, SwSWSEY
*Old Bedlam, T26N, R64W, Sec. 17, SW%SW4
*“Prospect” (Ryan) Hill (HS-WY-060-25), T31N,
R83W: Sec. 8, SEV:SWYi, WHSEY:; Sec. 17, NW:
Sec. 18, NEV, N%SEY%
“Horse Creek”, T30N, R85W, Sec. 15, EV/aNW
Emigrant Gap, T33N, R81W: Sec. 10, SW4NEYs
Bessemer Bend, T32N, R81W, Sec. 3 (about 3 acres)
*Platte Island, T34N, R77W, Sec. 31, SWINWYSWSW
*Sergeant Custard, T33N, R80W, Sec. 15, SWiNWY;
*Glade Draw, T26N, R65W, Sec. 23, EAELNE

Should the private surface owner so desire, the
BLM would prohibit surface disturbance on the
following Oregon Trail sites: Oregon Trail
Monument, T30N, R70W, Sec. 19, NW%SWi:
Oregeon Trail Monument, T31N, R71W, Sec. 29,
Center; Knob Hill, T31N, R72 W, Sec. 13,
NW¥NEY:; La Prele Station, T32N, R72W, Sec. 10,
SWYSWYi; Parker and Ringo graves, T33N, R76W,
Sec. 1, SWWNW?; Battle of Red Buttes, T32N,
R81W, Sec. 32, SWYNEY; and Poison Spring,
T33N, R81W, Sec. 20, NW¥%SWY. These sites were
identified in the “Historic Trails Management Plan”
issued by the Wyoming Recreation Commission
in December 1984,

*C3 Bozeman Trail

No surface development will be permitted on
the following parcels along the Bozeman Trail in
Converse County: (1,030 acres)

T.40N., R. 75 W.. Sec. 24, W%SEY%; Sec. 25, NE%

T 40N., R. 74 W.: Sec. 31, WHNWY;

T. 38 N., R. 74 W.: Sec. 2, NEW:NE%SWY, NNWYSEY,
NWUNEY, SWY%UNEY:, NEVNWY, SEVANW V.

T. 39 N, R. 74 W.: Sec. 34, NE%, ELEWRNWY, ELSEY%,
Sec. 35, SWY%, SWYNWY

T.36 N, R. 74 W.. Sec. 22, ELEV%NEY.

Each trail segment in C2 and C3 has been
individually evaluated according to the
“Guidelines for the Evaluation of Historical Wagon
Trails” of the Casper District and Wyoming State
Office, BLM. Trail segments that may be located
will be protected until their significance is
evaluated.

C4. Establishment of Data Base

A data base will be developed for Natrona,
Platte, and Goshen counties with the use of a
predictive model for indentifying areas of high,
medium, and low probability for the presence of
cultural resources. Continued Class Il inventory
probably will be required only for high and
medium probability areas.

*C5: Protection of Cultural Sites

Surface development will not be permitted on
the following sites, and they will be assessed for
stabilization and management needs (120 acres).

48NA227

48NA940

48NA84

Rock Cairn Trail (South Big Horn Mountains)

48NA368, Notches Dome Archeological District, (1,600
acres).

Cultural sites within the district that have been
or may be nominated to the National Register will
be protected so that surface development will not
affect those sites.

Surface development proposals within the
Notches Dome Archeological District will require
an on-site Class [l inventory before
implementation. This requirement will be voided
if the BLM completes a Class Il inventory for all
land within the archeological district.

There is one known geologic structure (KGS)
within the archeological district. Production and
development of oil and gas will be the priority
within the KGS unless a cultural site is of National
Register quality. In that case, the cultural site will
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be protected. Proposals in the rest of the
archeological district will be evaluated case by
case.

Energy and Minerals

M1: Qii and Gas

BLM-administered lands will remain open to oil and gas
leasing and exploration subject to the foliowing provisions:

Qil and gas teasing will be subject to the Wyoming BLM
standard stipuiations quoted at the end of this section.
l.easing and development will be subject to the planning
decisions. Mitigating measures prescribed in the Platie
River Gil and gas EA (USDI, BLM 1982) and the South
Big Horn oil and gas EA (USDI, BLM 1979) will be applied
case by case.

No leasing will occur within Naval Petroleum Reserve No.
3. Lands within 1 mile of this reserve are under restricted
oil and gas leasing.

The following tracts will not be leased for oil and gas.

T. 31 N.. R. 83 W.: Section 25, W'%NW1.; Section 26,
E%EY%, SEWNEY%, W'%, WYSEY. This area is
characterized by steep slopes, highly erosive soil,
and very sparse vegetation.

T.39N., R.80W.: Section 20, S5\oNE s, E:SEY:, SVaNW i,
N¥%SWVYs, WIASE Y., SEVSEY:; Section 21, Nig, NS,
SHSEY, SE%SWYY;, Section 28, NWWUNWY,
SWWNEY.. These parcels are located in the Castle
Creek sensitive drainage. Slopes are very steep and
soils are highly erosive.

T. 40 N., R. 77 W.: Section 15, S»SW': Section 22,
EVvNEY:, SEWNWY. These parcels are in a timbered
drainage. Slopes are in excess of 25% and soils are
very erosive.

The following standard stipulations have been
developed to standardize the wording of
stipulations used by the BLM in Wyoming. They
will be attached to all oil and gas leases issued
in the Platte River Resource Area and applied as
necessary to each lease. These consolidated
stipulations replace those listed in appendix C of
the draft RMP/EIS. Changes in these standards
that may occur will be accomplished by plan
maintenance.

Surface Disturbance Stipulation (used on all leases)

Surface disturbance will be prohibited in any of the following
areas or conditions. Modifications to this limitation may be
approved in writing by the Authorized Representative.

a. Slopes in excess of 25 percent.

b. Within important scenic areas (Class ! and [l Visual
Resource Management areas).

c. Within 500 feet of surface water and/or riparian areas.

d. Within a quarter mile or visual horizon (whichever is closer)
from a historic trail.
e. Construction during periods when the soil material is

saturated, frozen, or when watershed damage is likely
to occur.

Guidance:

The surface disturbance stipulation will be included on all lease
parcels. The intent of this stipulation is to inform interested
parties (potential lessees) that, when one or more of the five
(a through e) environmental conditions exist, surface
disturbing activities will be prohibited unless or until the lessee
or his designated operator and the surface management
agency (SMAY) arrive at an acceptable plan for mitigation of
anticipated impacts. This negotiation will cccur prior to
development of the lease and become a condition for approval
in the Application for Permit to Drill (APD).

Specific threshhold criteria (e.g., 500 feet from water) have
been established based upon the best information available.
However, geographical areas and time periods of concern must
be delineated at the field level (i.e.. “surface water and/or
riparian areas” may include both intermittent and ephemeral
water sources or may be limited to periennial surface water).
These decisions, where possible, should be documented in
the land use planning documents.

Wiidlife Stipulaton

a. To protect important big game ungulate winter habitat,
drilling and other surface disturbing activity will not be
aliowed during the period from November 15 to April 30
within certain areas encompassed by this lease. The same
criteria applies to elk calving areas from the period of
May 1 to June 30. This limitation does not apply to
maintenance and operation of producing wells.
Modifications to this limitation in any year may be
approved in writing by the Authorized Officer.

b. To protect important raptor and/or sage and sharp-taiied
grouse nesting habitat, drilling and other surface
disturbing activity will not be allowed during the period
from February | to July 31 within certain areas
encompassed by this lease. This limitation does not apply
to maintenance and operation of producing wells.
Modifications to this limitation in any year may be
approved in writing by the Authorized Officer.

¢. No surface occupancy will be allowed on that portion of
the lease within the area ({legal description) for the
purpose of protecting (e.g., sage/sharp-tailed grouse
strutting, and/or other species activity) habitat.
Modifications to this limitation in any year may be
approved in writing by the Authorized Officer.

Guidance

The wildlife stiputation is intended to provide two basic types
of protection, seasonal restriction (a and b) and no surface
occupancy (c). Legal descriptions will ultimately be required
and should be measurable and legally definable. There are
no minimum subdivision requirements at this time. The area
delineated can and should be refined as necessary based upon
current biological data at the time the APD is processed. It
should eventually become a condition for approval in the
Application for Permit to Drill.

The seasonal restriction section of the stipulation identifies
three groups of species and delineates two similar timeframe
restrictions. These two restrictions are big game ungulates
and raptors/grouse. The big game ungulates including elk,
moose, deer, antelope, and big horn sheep all require
protection of crucial winter range between November |5 and
April 30. Raptors including eagles, accipiters, falcons, buteos,

osprey, ferruginous hawks, burrowing owls, and sage and
sharp-tailed grouse all require nesting protection during
periods between February [ and July 3.

The no surface occupancy section of the stipulation isintended
for protection of unique wildlife and wildlife habitat values
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{e.g., sage grouse strutting grounds, known threatened and
endangered species habitat, etc.) which cannot be protected
using seasonal restrictions.

Special Resource Protection Stipulation

fn order to protect (resource value), the District Manager
reserves the right to prohibit surface disturbance (i.e., within
a specific distance of the resource value or between date-
to-date) in (legal subdivision). This limitation does not apply
to operation and maintenance of producing wells.
Modifications to this limitation may be approved in writing
by the Authorized Officer.

Examples:

a. Recreation areas.

b. Special historic features.

¢. Special management areas.
d. Sections of major rivers.

e. Prior existing rights-of-way.
f. Occupied dwellings.
Guidance

The special resource protection stipulation is intended for use
only in the few very specialized, site-specific situations where
one of the other three general stipulations will not adequately
address the concern. The resource value, location, and specific
restriction must be clearly identified. A detailed plan
addressing mitigation and special restrictions on development
will be required prior to the development of a lease and become
a condition for approval in the Application for Permit to Drill.

No Surface Occupancy Stipulation

No surface cccupancy will be allowed on the foliowing
described lands (legal subdivision/area) because of (resource
value). See examples.

Examples:

a. Recreation areas (campgrounds, historic trails, national
monuments, etc.).

b. Major reservoirs/dams, etc.

¢. Special management areas (ACEC, wild and scenic rivers,
etc.).

Guidance;

The no surface occupancy stipulation (NSO} is intended for
use only when other stipulations are determined insufficient
to adequately protect the public interest and/or as an
alternative to “no leasing.” The legal subdivision and resource
value of concern must be identified in the stipulation and be
tied to a land use planning document. There will be no
exceptions to this stipulation granted without modification of
the appropriate land use plan or unless an exception is
approved by the State Director.

Washington Office guidance advises that when considering
the no lease option, a rigorous test must be met and fully
documented in the record. This test must be based on the
stringent standards of the Interior Board of Land Appeals.
Since rejection of a lease offer is more severe than the most
restrictive stipulation, the record must show that consideraticn
was given to leasing subject to reasonable stipulations,
including a NSO stipulation. The record must also show that
stipulations were determined to be insufficient to adequately
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protect the public interest. A no-lease decision should not
be made solely because it appears that directional drilling
would be unfeasible, especially where a NSO lease may be
acceptable to a potential lessee. in such cases the opportunity
to accept or refuse a NSO lease should be left to the potential
lessee. Exception(s) by the District Manager to the NSO
stipulation will be subject to the same test used to initially
justify the imposition of this stipulation. If the NSO stipulation
is justified but upon development less restrictive stipulations
would adequately protect the public interest, then an exception
to the NSO stipulation could be granted. The record must
show that because conditions and uses have changed, less
restrictive stipulations will protect the public interest.

M2: Coal

Federal coal land, as identified in the Converse
County Coal Amendment (USDI, BLM 1983a), can
be considered for further leasing through the
competitive leasing program, emergency leasing,
lease modifications, or exchanges. Appendix H
in the final RMP/ELS provides information on lease
stipulations that apply to federal coal lands.

Delineated coal tracts on federal coal lands will
be available for competitive leasing in one lease
sale beginning with a second round Powder River
lease sale. Tracts previously considered for
leasing and newly delineated tracts will be
available for consideration. Any coal tract not
selected for inclusion in a lease sale or any tract
included in a lease sale but not sold can be either
redelineated or dropped from further
consideration for sale.

The coal plan amendment completed by the
Forest Service for land within the Thunder Basin
National Grassland (TBNG) boundary (USDA, FS
1982) will serve as the basis for coal planning
related to federal coal lands in the TBNG that are
available for further consideration for coal leasing.
The BLM will apply the findings of the coal
screening process contained in that plan
amendment concerning federal coal within the
TBNG, as defined on the Location map in
appendix B of that plan amendment and further
defined in the Medicine Bow Forest Plan. Leasing
stipulations defined in the Medicine Bow plan will
be applied as necessary. PRLAs inside the TBNG
will be processed in accordance with the Forest
Service plans and the EAs prepared by the Forest
Service.

Coal leasing may be deferred in producing oil
and gas fields where coal development would
interfere with oil and gas operations and the
economic recovery of the existing oil and gas
resource, except where it can be shown that
economic recovery of oil and gas has been or
will be completed before coal mining operations
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wotid begin.

On coal leases where mining and reclamation
plans have been approved, oil and gas drilling and
production will be authorized where such activities
would not conflict with coal mining. If conflicts
cannot be resolved, oil and gas drilling and
oroduction will be deffered. Proposals will pe
evaluated case by case, and coal mining and oil
and gas operations wiil be aliowed where conflicts
can be avoided or mitigated.

Al federal coal lands with mining claims are
acceptable for coal development and for further
consideration for lsasing subject to valid existing
rights.

Federai coal lands within the Orpna Stock Trail
Driveway are acceptable tor further consideration
for coal leasing or exchange, subject to
stipuiations and mitigation reguirements that
would resolve any conflicts, unless the withdrawa|
is revoked.

Allfederal coal lands overlying shallow aquifers,
including those within the fort Union and Wasaich
aquifers, are acceptable for further consideration
for coal leasing.

M3: Salabie Minerals

Mineral materials such as sand and gravel, moss
rock, llagstone, and scoria will be available on
demand for sale and for free use, subject to
conditions and stipulations developed case by
case, s¢ that efficient use can be made of the
mineral resource. Materials in all iow. moderate,
and high potential areas are available except those
in an area within % mile of the North Platte River
for its entire length in the PRRA. Sand and gravel
operations authorized before August 1, 1984, on
federal sand and gravel within the “i-mile buffer
would be continued.

Where possible, the routing of access roads will
be made in conjunction with the surface owner.

M4d: Locatable Minerals

All BLM-administered mineral estate, except in
areas specifically withdrawn from mineral
location, will remain open for prospecting for and
development of locatable minerals. Development
is subject to the regulations contained in 43 CFR
3809.

The following areas are withdrawn from mineral
iocation.

Public water reserves

North Platte River protective withdrawal

l.eased or patented recreation and public purpose lands
Muddy Mountain Recreation and Environmental Education
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Area
Pathfinder Wildlife Refuge
Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 3

Fire Management

Full suppression will be maintained throughout
the resource area as diracted by the normal fire
year nian.

Fii1: Prescribed Burning

Prescribed burning will be implemented to
manipulate vegeiation on areas identified for
treatment in the range, forestry, and wildlife
programs. Table 1 defines prescription burning
by BMU. Acreage figures may fluctuate pending
a refinement of field surveys.

FM2: Heavy Equipment Use

Heavy equipment will not be used to construct
tirelines in areas containing wagon ruts of the
Oregon and Bozeman trails. Cultural resource
specialists or area resource specialists will be
consulted for locations of identified wagon ruts
before the use of or anticipated use of heavy
equipment. Exceptions may be permitted for the
protection of human life.

Heavy egquipment will not generally be used to
censtruct firelines in elk critical winter range. The
PRRA wildlife biciogist will be consulted when
fires threaten elk critical winter range. If heavy
equipment is used, rehabilitation work on lines
will begin immediately after the fire is declared
out.

FM3: Fire Suppressicn in Bald Eagle Roost
Areas

To the extent possible, trees will not be cut
during fire suppression in bald eagle roost areas
or within 200 yards of the roosts on Casper
Mountain (Jackson Canyon and Little Red Creek)
and on Pine Mountain. Exceptions will be
permitted when necessary to control fires that
threaten human life or private property. The PRRA
wildlife bioclogist will be consulted when fires
threaten the eagle roost areas.

Forest Management

F1: Forest Management Activity Plans

A detailed timber management activity plan will
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TABLE
PROPOSED FIRE MANAGEMENT ACTIONS

1

Acreage of

Retain Full

Acreage of

BLM Priority ¥Full Suppression and Acreage of Acreage of Prescribed
Surface Suppression Buffer Zomnes Limited Prescribed Burning in
Resource Management Unit Acreage Zones Acreage Suppression Burning Ten Years
1. South Big Horns 380,770 17,000 63,770 300,000 7,500 2,500
2. Pine Mountain/Goldeneye 26,480 5,950 8,350 12,000 550 550
3. Oregon Trail a
4, Fremont Canyon 11,680 500 1,780 9,400 150 150
5. Salt Creek 90,900 23,000 34,500 33,400 350 350
6. Sand Dunes 29,820 300 5,600 23,920
7. North Platte River a 200
8. Casper Mountain/
Muddy Mountain 31,360 8,360 10,840 12,160 700 500
9. Bates Hole 109,440 1,800 7,540 100,000 7,000 3,500
10. Laramie Range-foothills 15,320 7,750 7,570
11. Ross 27,560 2,560 17,200 7,800 300
12. Muleshoe Flat/Richeau 51,890 33,970 17,920
13. Table Mountain/Springer/
Rawhide 3,015 3,015
14, Platte River Resource
Area 621,218 16,640 256,418 348,160 10,450 2,450
TOTAL 1,399,453 84,160 450,732 864,760 27,000 10,000
Percentage of resource area 100 6 32 62 2 1

a. Because this is a linear area, the acreage has been included with that of RMU 14.

be developed for 17 areas (13,590 acres). Primary
management will be directed at ponderosa pine
and lodgepole pine composition.

Nine forest areas will be evaluated, and timber
will be harvested from 1985 to 1980 in these
areas: Esterbrook, Hartville-Sunrise, Negro Hill,
Banner Mountain, Coal Mountain, Bessemer
Mountain, Salt Canyon, Deer Creek, and Grave
Springs. Eight forest areas will be evaluated and
timber will be harvested from 1990 to 1995 in these
areas: South Cottonwood-Notches Dome, Baldy
Ridge, Rattlesnake Mountain, Badwater, Sioux
Pass, Pine Mountain, Bates Creek-Sheep Creek,
and Squaw Mountain.

Silvicultural practices will complement the
timber harvesting and increase stand vigor. At
least 50% of the lodgepole pine and ponderosa
pine volume within stands will be cut either by
selective cutting or by clearcutting. Lodgepole
pine seedling stands will be thinned through
Christmas tree sales. Commercial lodgepole pine
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stands will be thinned by sales of posts and poles
and fuelwood. Overmature trees infested by dwarf
mistletoe will be cut and removed. Clearcutting
of 3to 5 acres will provide for natural regeneration.
If the stand is not regenerating naturally in three
years, artificial regeneration will be undertaken.

F2: Allowable Cut

The allowable cut will be about 6 million board
feet (MMBF) through 1995. The annual cut will
average about 600 thousand board feet (MBF) over
the ten-year life of this plan. In the first five years,
the cut will be about 750 MBF per year; for the
next ten years it will be 500 MBF per year.

Little Red Creek, Jackson Canyon, and Muddy
Mountain will have priority for timber harvest. The
cut will be directed toward intensive pine beetle
control. Secondary attention will be given to Deer
Creek, Negro Hill, Grave Springs, and Baldy
Ridge. Primary areas will be harvested by 1990,
secondary areas by 1995.
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F3: Harvest in Muddy Mouniain EEA

Thinning will be done throughout the 1,200-acre
Muddy Mountain Environmental Education Area
(EEA) as needed. About 200 MBF per year will
be harvested annually for five years. The cut will
be directed toward beetle control. After the five-
year pericd, the annual cut in the EEA will be
about 25 MBF.

F4: Forest Demonstration Area

About 100 MBF of posts, poles, and fuelwood
will be harvested annuaily from the forest
demonstration area on Muddy Mountain through
1995 (approximately 400 acres).

Grazing Management

G1: Grazing Lease Administration*rps*

We will maintain 407 leases authorizing 205,071
animal unit months (AUMs) of livestock forage
on 1,442,753 acres of public land.

We will continue, and revise where necessary,
the Bates Creek and Tabie Mountain allotment
management plans (AMPs). Leases will be revised
as necessary to accommodate expected increases
in AUMs from more intensive range management.

Allotment management plans, cooperative
management agreements, and coordinated
management plans will be initiated as necessary
on priority allotments provided funding and
personnel are available to handie the workload.

Range improvement projects that will be
completed over the long term are listed in table
2. Studies and monitoring to be implemented over
the long term are listed in table 3. “C” (custodial)
allotments will be not monitored unless conflicts
are reported. Range projects to be implemented
from 1985 through 1895 are listed under “RMU
14” in the “Resource Management Prescriptions”
section.

G2: Weed and Pest Control

We will continue the existing weed and
grasshopper control programs. Control of prairie
dogs is subject to the conditions specified in WL-
9.

G3: Stock Driveways

Stock driveways will be utilized to the fullest
extent possible, and standards will be developed
for livestock use other than trailing.
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Whenthere is an established stock driveway and
itis not being used for trailing, action will be taken
to cancel the stock driveway withdrawal and to
fence it into adjacent allotments or to issue leases
to adjacent BLM lessees. When stock driveways
are used only slightly for trailing and are not
fenced, the BLM will take action to lease the
driveway to the grazing lessee whose lease adjoins
the area. AUMs will be reserved for trailing. If there
is forage left after the trailing period on fenced
stock driveways, these areas may be leased for
supplemental use on a year-to-year basis. All other
driveways will be used exclusively for trailing
livestock.

Lands

L1: Land Disposition
Recreation and Public Purposes Act

A total of 1,700 acres has been specifically
identified for lease or disposal under the
Recreation and Public Purposes (R&PP) Act as
follows: Casper Mountain, 480 acres; Glendo
Reservoir, 92 acres; Gray Rocks Reservoir, 278
acres; Torrington tract, 120 acres; Natrona County
School District site, 40 acres, Esterbrook townsite,
15.29 acres; and the Converse County Park, 660
acres. These lands have been so identified
because of their location within high use
recreation areas or near to communities.

About 470 acres, including 200 acres within
Casper’'s projected growth boundary and 275
acres near the Gray Rocks Reservoir, have been
identified for disposal under the R&PP Act, but
if no R&PP lease or disposal is made by 1987,
these lands will be disposed of first by exchange
if possible, or by public sale.

Other public lands in the rescurce area can be
considered case by case when a definite need for
the tand is identified, the requirements of the R&PP
Act can be met, and the proposal is in
conformance with this and other local land use
plans.

Sanitary landfilling is the most common method
of solid waste disposal in the PRRA. Public lands
are frequently leased for landfills under the R&PP
Act. The following areas have been identified as
problem areas, and future potential landfill sites
may be considered: Arminto, Hiland, and
Waltman; Badwater; Raderville; Powder River;
Medicine Bow Highway (U.S. 487); Hartville-
Sunrise; and Chugwater Creek. In these areas,
either there is a problem such as indiscriminate
or trespass dumping or the existing waste disposal
facility is inadequate.
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Exchanges

Exchanges sreused to =rriive nonfederal lands
to enhance BLA managemzot opportunities. The
BLM would like te acquire ‘and through exchange
in the following seiected areas: Muddy Mountain,
the North Platte River, Table Mountain, Red Wall,
South Big Horns, Rattlesnake Range, Ryan Hil}
(Oregon Traif), Alkali Slough {Gregon Trait).
These areas arc considered io have high
recreation use or good potential ior recreation
development, or they contain important wildlife,
cultural, scenic, natural, open space, or other
resource values.

Public land tracts st are not critical to current
management obje will be disposed of ic
acquire land in ¢ areas as exchange
opportunities arise. Some lands have been
identitied for disposal to acqu: e specific private
land tracts. The legal descriptions of specific
exchanges are onfile in the PRRA office in Casper.

Exchanges may be used to resolve some split
estate problems. This would be consistent with
the policy of the Director of the BLM on mineral
exchanges, as defined in BLM Instruction
Memorandum WO 84-81. A case-by-case analysis
is essential in mineral exchanges: howsver, the
following options are available:

Private surface could be acquired on one
parcel and federal surface conveyed cn
another. This would eliminate a split estate
situation on the one parcel, but create a opiit
estate elsewhere. Only in special
circumstances would this be beneficial to the
public.

Private surface could be acquired on one
parcel and federal surface and minerais
conveyed on another. This would eliminate
the split estate situation, but might result in
value disparities.

Private minerals also can be exchanged for
federal minerals, or federal minerals in one
area can be exchanged for federal minerals
in another, or federal mineral lease rights in
one area can be exchanged for lease rights
in another area (as when lease rights to
minerals beneath alluvial valley floors are
exchanged).

Disposal by Other Means

About 102,700 acres are tentatively identified
for disposal. This includes land that could be
available for exchange, or for sale if the sale would
be in the public interest. Disposal action can be
initiated without amending the RMP.

Where disposal is clearly in the public interest
and there is no reasonable possibility of disposal
by R&PP or exchange, isolated parcels in RMUs
1 through 13 that have been identified for disposal
can considered for sale upon public request.

Disposal for Purposes of Agricultural Development

Lease ordisposal of public land will be permitted
in the PRRA for agricultural purposas if ihe lands
are suitable for agriculiural develcpment. Lands
in the Buffalo Creek ares would be available, but
only by lease. BLM-administered surface adjacerit
o big game winter ranges will not be used ot
agricultural purposes.

*L2: Withdrawals

Protective withdrawals will be established in
four areas. The objective of such withdrawals is
to protect and preserve important resource values.
Some limitations apply, such as completing
intensive mineral investigations. The areas where
withdrawals will be recommaended are Pterodactyi
Track, Muddy Mountain EEA, Jackson Canyon,
and Table Mountain. About 7,200 acres in these
four areas will be recommended for withdrawal.
The Platte River protective withdrawal, whict
contains about 3,300 acres, will be continued. The
Fremont Canyon classification and multiple use
(C&MU) classification (1,300 acres) will be
terminated.

L3: Corridors

The Oregon Trail corrider and four existing
corridors will be designated in accordance with
43 CFR 2806. Except for the new Oregon Trail
focation, each designation will include the same
types of facilities that are present within the
corridor.

The corridors are as foilows:

Oregon Trail Road This corridor consists of
three segments. Segment A is approximately
1 mile north of the Oregon Trail Road between
the west boundary of the resource area and
Oil Mountain. This segment will be used by
all types and sizes of facilities. To the exient
possible, the southern % mile of the corridor
width will be used for power lines and
overhead facilities and the northern % miie
will be used for pipelines and other huried
facilities. Segment B extends between il
Mountain and Casper, generally paraliel to the
Oregon Trail and over Emigrant Ridge. All
sizes of overhead facilities will be considered
in this segment. Segment C branches from
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the Oil Mountain area, around the north edge
of Oil Mountain, then along Poison Spider
Road into Casper. This segment will be used
for all types and sizes of rights-of-way, but
primarily for buried facilities.

Poison Spider Road. This corridor will be %
mile wide, % mile on each side of the road.

U.S. Highway 20-26. This corridor will be 3
miles wide, 1 % miles on each side of the
highway.

Wyoming Highway 259/U.S. 87 This corridor
will be 2 miles wide between Casper and
Ormsby Road, 5 miles wide between Ormsby
Road and Midwest, and 1 mile wide between
Midwest and the northern boundaries of the
resource area.

Wyoming Highway 387. This corridor will be
2 miles wide, 1 mile on each side of the
highway.

Future corridor adjustments and new corridor
designations will be made only when facility
placement within an existing designated corridor
is incompatible, unfeasible, or impractical and
when the environmental consequences can be
adequately mitigated. Problems of technical
compatibility between facilities and spacing of
facilities in corridors will be solved case by case.

Restrictions on placement of rights-of-way will
be as follows:

Rights-of-way on Pine Ridge will be
prohibited.

Placement of rights-of-way will be restricted
on Highway 220 from Bessemer Mountain to
Alcova; the newly constructed segments of
1-25 in Townships 37, 38, 39, and 40 North,
Ranges 79 and 80 West; Rattlesnake Range;
Red Wall; Muddy Mountain elk winter range;
within 1 mile of the North Platte River; Jackson
Canyon ACEC, and Squaw Mountain.

Rights-of-way in the Red Wall and South Big
Horns areas will be prohibited in the area
north and west of the Badwater, Lost Cabin,
and Buffalo Creek roads, and the Red Wall.

Most of the South Big Horns area is leased for
oil and gas, and drilling could occur in the future.
If production is achieved, rights-of-way will be
allowed only in accordance with an approved oil
field development plan. Rights-of-way needed to
transport products out of the area will parallel
county roads except for the Big Horn Mountains
Road, Okie Trail, and Buffalo Creek county roads.

23

L4: Access

We will pursue acquisition of 17 easements or
cooperative agreements for access over about 38
miles of private lands, as listed below:

Corral Creek, 3 = miles, T31N. R79W, Sec. 9, SE%SE':; Sec.
10, SWANWY%, WisSWY%, Sec. 14, SW%WSW'%; Sec. 15,
S1SWs, SE%; Sec. 16, EVEY:; Sec. 23, NWYNW!,

Bates Creek Reservoir, 3 miles, T29N, R78W, Sec. 7, S12SWi;
Sec. 8, SASWY: Sec. 16, N%N'Y%: Sec. 17, NY%NE',
NENWYG T29N, R79W, Sec. 12, SEWSEY%; Sec. 13,
NENE4, SEVNWY, NASW Y, SWYMSWL.

Kerfoot Creek (foot access only), ¥ mile, T29N, R79W, Sec.
2. NEW“:NWY:; T30N, R79W, Sec. 28, SE“UNWY; Sec. 35,
SE“4SW!.

Alkali Trail, ¥ mile, T39N, R84W, Sec. 23, SEUNEY:: T38N,
R85W, Sec. 16, NWuNEYs, NENWA,

Horse Ranch, 2 ¥ miles, T37N, R80W, Sec. 10, SWSEY:; Sec.
15, SUaNWY: Sec. 16, SE%UNEY%, N.SEY:, SWYSEY:, T37N,
R81W, Sec. 16, EANWY, SWNWY, T38N, R79W, Sec.
27, SWY“SWYi: Sec. 33, NaNEY; Sec. 34, NWYNWY:,

Hitt, 6 » miles, T37N, R82W, Sec. 2, NE“SEY:; T38N, R82W,
Sec. 10, S%SW'; Sec. 15, NaNWY, Sec. 16, NvaNE"Y,
SWuNEY, EnSWY, SWUSWY, NWWUSEW, Sec. 20,
SEWNEY:, NASEY, SENSWY; Sec. 29, NWYi:, E%BSWYs,
T37N, R83W, Sec. 5, SEVUNW:; Sec. 8, SWIANEV:, EV.SE;
Sec. 17. Ev:E% Sec. 20, NEW, WASE.

Big Sulphur, 5 % miles, T39N, R82W, Sec. 30, S"“NW,
NW4SWY: T38N, R83W, Sec. 3, EW%SWY, SWViSWY,
NLSEY:: Sec. 4, N%ASWY, SEVSWY, S%SEY; Sec. 5,
EBSEY:; T39N, R83W, Sec. 25, SEWSWY, N'%BSEY,
SWY%SEY: Sec. 36, N.NWY; T3GN, R84wW, Sec. 1,
SWYSWYi; Sec. 2, N.SWY, WILSEY, SEWSEY:; Sec. 12,
NWANW Y, SEANWY, NEVLSWY,

Canyon Creek, 2 Y miles, T33N, R88W, Sec. 19, E.SW'; T33N,
R8OW, Sec. 26, SWWNEY%, W%SE™W, SEW%SEY; Sec. 36,
NN,

North Platte River, Parcel No. 1, 2 miles, T34N, R76W. Sec.
31, N%SEYs: Sec. 32, N%.S'%; Sec. 33, N“SWYi.

North Platte River, Parcel No. 2, 1 % miles, T34N, R74W, Sec.
33, SESWY4, EV.SEY:, SWASEY; Sec. 34, NS,

North Platte River, Parcel No. 3, % mile, T33N, R74W, Sec.
3, EV:SE Y.

North Platte River, Parcet No. 4, 1 %> miles, T31N, R71W, Sec.
3, WWhWi: Sec. 4, SEVSEY:; Sec. 9, NEWNEYs; T32N, R71W,
Sec. 34, SWV.SW:.

North Platte River, Parcel No. 5, 3 % miles, T31N, R70W, Sec.
18, SEWNE, EWwSE';, Sec. 19, EW%NEY, SWUNEY,

BNWY, SEWMNWY; T3IN, R71W, Sec. 23, WY%NE',
SEW%“NEY, NE%SEY%; Sec. 24, NW%BN"%, SWUNWY,
NWV.SWVa.

North Platte River, Parcel No. 8, ¥ mile, T30N, R68W, Sec.
7, N'aNW" (Parcel No. 7 already has access).

North Platte River, Parcel No. 8, 1 % miles, T26N, R65W, Sec.
10, SE%NEY; Sec. 11, SWWUNW, W%SWY: Sec. 14,
WLWe,

North Platte River, Parcel No. 8, 2 miles, T26N, R64W, Sec.
7, SE4SWY, SWASEY; Sec. 17. N1ASWY, SEV:SW'4; Sec.
18, WieNEY:, NE%ANWY, NASEY:; Sec. 20, NWVNE.
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Upper Laramie River, 1 % miles, T23N, R70W, Sec. 3, S48V
Sec. 4, 8.8V Sec. 10, NEWNEY (Parcel No. 10 already
has access).

Specific locations may be changed to
accommodate variations in negotiations or
construction problems.

Recreation Management

*R1: Recreation Area Management Plans

We will continue to implement completed
recreation area management plans (RAMPSs)
according to the management objectives and
decisions defined for the following areas.

*Muddy Mountain

The Muddy Mountain activity plan, which was
completed in 1977, provides planning decisions
for preserving the natural character and wildlife
habitat of 12,000 acres of BLM land in areas
identified as the Muddy Mountain EEA, North Rim,
Corral Creek Canyon, West Rim, Baldy Knaob, and
the East End. The plan sets forth actions necessary
to manage public use so that resource damage
and conflicts are minimized. Uses included are
recreation, public access, visitor control and
environmental protection, information,
interpretation, special recreation use permits,
wildlife, timber, range, minerals, lands, and fire
management. The EEA area will be recommended
for withdrawal from the operation of the 1872
mining law.

*Goldeneye Wildlife and Recreation Area

The Goldeneye plan provides for the
cooperative management of 733 acres of BLM
land, 280 acres of state land, and 140 acres of
private land, or a total area of 1,153 acres. included
in the total acreage is a 488-acre reservoir. The
management program sets forth actions for
recreation (hunting, fishing, picnicking), wildlife
(trout fishery, bird habitat), livestock grazing,
mineral activities, and lands actions. The plan
permits no surface development within the
boundary of the recreation area unless the
development would facilitate recreational use or
enhance wildlife habitat.

Middle Fork Management Area

The Middle Fork Management area lies in
Natrona County (21,600 acres} and Jchnson
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County {57,560 acres). The portion in Johnson
County is in the BLM’s Buffalo Resource Area.
A recreation plan has been implemented in the
Johnson County portion of the area. The PRRA
will cooperate with the Buffalo Resource Area in
managing the Natrona County portion of the
Middle Fork Management Area. The plan provides
for a high quality multiple activity recreation area
for public enjoyment while protecting high value
resources, ensuring permanent access, and
maintaining other compatible rescurce uses.
Emphasis in the PRRA-Buffalo ccoperative
management of the Natrocna County portion will
be on protection of wildiife habitat, access, and
protection of cultural resources.

North Platte River

The North Platte River RAMP will provide for
the management of 200 acres (nine parcels) of
publicland contiguous to the river between Alcova
and Casper and ten riverfront parcels of public
surface between Casper and the Wyoming-
Nebraska state line. Camping, fishing, boating,
hunting, and limited ORV use will be included.

Field inventories will be conducted to monitor
use by visitors and resource degradation.
Boundary signs will be placed on public land, and
hazards on the river will be identified. Before signs
are placed on private surface, written agreements
with landowners will be obtained.

To facilitate the management of the 260 acres
included in the plan, surface development other
than recreation facilities will not be allowed on
the iand listed below, some of which is adjacent
to the area to be actively managed. The tracts
will be protected from disposal.

Site F1: T34N, R76W, Sec. 31, SW'; site F2: T34N, R76W,
Sec. 34, SESEY; site F3: T33N, R74W, Sec. 2, SWViSWY;
site F4: T31N, R71W, Sec. 5, NEWSEY; and site F5, T31N,
R71W, Sec. 23, NEV:NWY.
Easements or land exchanges wiil be obtained
to provide access after the RAMP is completed.

The BLM will try to arrange cooperative
agreements with Converse County and the
Wyoming Highway Department so that parking
facilities and boat launching and landing sites can
be provided on bridge rights-of-way held by the
county and the state.

Facilities will be developed on the Muddy
Mountain and Goldeneye recreation areas as
shown in items 1 and 2 in table 4. Facility
development in areas 3 throcugh 8 will be limited
to support facilities necessary for the health and
safety of people using the recreation sites.
Monitoring and use supervision will be provided
at all sites.
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TABLE 4

PROPOSED FACILITIES POR RECRFATION

E RIVER RESOURCE AREA

SITES

Fxisring Facilitles

Proposed Tmprovements

Z deslignated campgrounds
2 mature t Lo

1 interprevavion ramada
Z wat il
2 vauir la
Access road
ricnic tables

Dry use srea

Pienic tables

Group camping area

Vault latrines

Snowmobile/cross—county
ski trails

2. Goldeneye Wildlife aud Access Toad Designated camping area
Recreatlon Area — Natrone Parking area Picnic ramada
County Vault latrine Picnic tables
Boat ramp Shade trees
3. Trapper’s Route Canoe i vault larrive Picnic tables
Trail - Hatrona County Trash ca Besignated parking and
Avcess 3 cauplng areas
Launching/ landing areas Designated off-road
Signs vebilcle access
Trash cans
Vault latrine
lmproved access
Information signs
Launching/landing areas
&, Oregon/Mormon Trail - None, except for Bessemer Interpretation sites
Natrona, Converse, Bend #5
Platte, aand Goshen
counties
5. Bessemer Bend Historic Access road Picnic ramada
Site - Natrona County Parking area Picnic tables
Historic interpretive ramada Landing/launching area
Vault latrine River access (vehicle)
Trash cans Shade trees
6. Camel Hump Campground - None Vault latrine
Natrona County Designated parking and
camping areas
Picnic tables
Signs
7. Grave Springs Campground - 1 ocuthouse Vault luatrine
Natronz County Trash cans Picnic tables
Picnic rables Designated parking and
cawnping areas
Signs
8, Buffalo Creek Camnpground - 1 outhouze Vault latrine

MNatrona County

Trash cans

Picnlc tables
Designated parking and

camping areas
Improved fishing access
Signs

R12: Of-Road Vehicles *R4: Visual Resource Management

Off-road vehicle (ORV) designations for the
Piatte River Resource Area are listed in table 5.

The BLM’s visual resource management (VRM)
system will be applied in the PRRA where required
to mitigate impacts from surface development.

*R3: Environmental Education Areas

Continued use for educational purposes will be Soil, Water, and Air

permitted on the following tracts: T. 33 N, R. 80
W., Section 15, SNW: and NWSE':; and T. 34
N., R 78 W, Section 25, EWNEY:, Section 26,
SE4SWY. Theseiracts are available for R&PP use,
and all but the tract in Section 25 may be
considered for disposal afier 1987,

SWA1: Watershed Plans

The BLM wili implement the Bates Holes
watershed plan for southwestern Natrona County
to identify sources of heavy sediment loads in the

[A)
[
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D VEHICLE §HSE
AVED CLASSES

Upes tor unlt 2un
volsou Spide 240
" Crosed to ali OBV use 2,615
Musldy i Lducatlon Area 630
w Crall Roard 935
$ L s Trall! 1,030
i, dpen Hlwlted co DKV uge as fudlcated:
fib A, URVs past stay on deslgnated roads and £4 B35
vehicle routes
Suddy Mouniatn Recreatlon Aces 11,379
tuldencys Wildliic und Recreation Area 733
Sand Dunes northeast of Casper 13,560
T Caryou 3,890
Norinu Flatie @iver from Casper to Aleova 2,99¢
Red viait 32,295

5. 1,331,670
vehdcle o
TR
Llowe
3 ACTeARe P AN S 8 )

North Platie River. To date, Bolton Creek, Ledge
Creek, Bear Creek, Washout Creek, Stinking
Creek, and Big Red Creek have been identified
as drainages of concern. We will determine the
cause of the erosion (geologic or accelerated) and
try to reduce or eliminate accelerated erosion. Any
attemplts to reduce heavy sediment loads will be
based on cost-benefit analysis.

Shori-term, intermediate, and long-term stream
rmonitoring surveys (Level 1) will be continued on
the Stinking Creek, Elk Creek, Red Creek, Bear
Creek, and Bolton Creek streams and drainages.

The following listed sensitive drainages will be
evaluated to determine the need for intensive
management. The list reflects the order of priority.
Intensive management may include such options
as a watershed plan, implementing various
protective measures, and placement of various
structures as may be necessary.

Bates Creek
Washout Creek”
Ledge Creek’
Bear Creek”
Bolton Creek”
Stinking Creek”
Cloud Creek
Salt Creek™’
Anderson Draw
Cave Gulich
Okie Draw
leapot Creek™
Castle Creek
Red Creek”
L.ittle Red Creek”
Indian Creek
Headwaters of Wallace Creek
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Buffalo Creek
Aspirin Creek
Alkali Creek
Corral Creek
Badwater Creek

Drainages followed by an asterisk will be
included in the Bates Hole Watershed Plan:
drainages followed by two asterisks will be
included in the Salt Creek Drainage ACEC
Management Plan.

A short-term surface water inventory and the
iong-term strearn monitoring portions of the Level
I' survey will be continued throughout the
resource area as defined below until a statistically
reliable base of information is available.

Intermediate stream monitoring {short-term surface water
inventory portion of the Level 1l survey) will be carried
out as listed in table 6.

Long-term stream monitoring stations {(long-term stream
monitoring portion of the Loevel 1l survey) will be
establisfied in cooperation with the Geological Survey,
U.S. Department of the Interior. The streams to be
monitored are listed i priority order in table 6.

TARLE g
BiM SURFACE WATVR MONITORING STTES

Same 01 SLL Legal Description

INTERMEDEATE MONUNDRENG

sloux Creek 160N, KBYW, Sec. 47, Ski/eNK1/4
Alia i [ F> Wy heel 9, NELZGSW1/4
Badwater Creck IBIN, RBEW, Sec. 72, NEL/GREL/G
Badws ter Creek TI9N, R88W, Sec. 29, SHiJANWI/&
Red € roek TIBN, BB7W, Sec. ty, SHIJASWI/4
Dry Tork Badwaier Crveek BN, RBBW, Sec. 33, NWL4NE)/4
Aspitin drav T35N, KEOW, Sec. 9, NWL/INwi/é
wWallece Crock U348, RBbw, sec. b, SEL/4NEL/4
South Fork Powder Rlver T3SN, H85W, Sea. 4, NE{/LSW1/4
Horge Creek TIUN, R85W, See. |, NWL/4NKL/4
Cottcnwood Creek TIUN, RBAW, Sco. 34, SWI/48EL/4
Uxle braw o, 8, SWL/4
Cave Guleb TIUN, RBAW, Sec. 29, SEIfGNW1/4
Aikall reek 139N, RE3W,

Lt Greek TN, KEIW, Sec.

Anderson Draw THUN, RB3W, See. 34, SE1/4NW1/4
Clowd Creek TION, REZW, Leo.o 23, NWL/ANWI/4
Bolton Ureek TIIN, RELW, Sec. U HEL/GNEL/ &

Bear Creck T30N, RELW, Sec. 25, NWI/4SE1/4
Washout LCreek TI0N, RBIW, Sec. 1, SEL/4Swl/4
Ludge Creek T3ON, RE2W, Sew. 15, NE1/4NW1/4
Little Ked Creek TILN, RBIW, Sec. 9, NE/ANWL/4
By Red Creck T3IN, RBUMW, Sec. 16, SW1/4SEi/4
Torrai Creek 31N, RBUM, Sec. 22, NWL/63WL/4
Stieking Creck T284, REOW, Sec. 15, NE1/4NWl/4
Stinking Creek LZ9N, RBOW, Sec. 6, NWI/4SK1/4
stiukfag Creek TIIN, RBIW, Bec. 14, NWI/4SW1/4
Bates Creek TGN, R7YW, Sec. 29, NWL/4SEL/4



/

Planning Decisions

BLM SURFACE WATER Mo
contirued?

Name of Slic Legal Deacrip bon

Bates Creek FIN, RBOW, Sec. 30, SSlredaiig

Bates Creek HN, H8IW, Sec. ) SELYG

w1k Creck 129, x8uw, B, Sa

Salt Creek LAUN, RTYW, Sec. 24

Salt Creek P3N, R78W, Sec, 16

Castic Creek 139N, R79W, Sec. 14, SZI/4NWL/4

Meadow Creck 142N, R78W, Sec. 19, SE]/4NWI/4

LONG-TERM MaNTIURING

Priotity 1

North Flatre River near 132X, RBIW, Sec. ¥E, § 451
Loose Hgg

powder River near Sussex T43N, R7YW, veo. 13, SEL/GNWLS

of Powder River N ORBEW, Sec. D3, NNl aSmioa

near Sussex 42N, R79W, Scc ELABEL G

Stinking Creek near the T2YN, RBOW, Sec. 18, NIL/ANEL/4
Body Ranch

Priority 2
Stinking Creek (218, R8UW, Sec. 29, HIl/aswl/é
iawn Useek 129N, R¥OW, Sec, 7, SFLA4801/4
Upper Bates Creek T3IN, RBOW, Sec. 20, NNl 4NEL/4
Corral Creek TILN, RBOW, Sec. 17, SWI/4SEL/4
Priority 3
Castie Creek 139N, RV, Sec
Upper Salt Crevk 138N, R//W, Sec. 6,
Dry Ferk of Badwater Creck T3%%, R88W, Sec. 33, Nal/4NEL/4
Badwater Creek T39N, R89W, Sec. 15, NEI/4NEL/4
Priority &
Indian Creek 38N, RE3W, Sec, 27
Cloud Creek TN, REIW, Sec.
Alkall Creek 137N, K8YW,

*SWAZ2: Surface Water Protection

For the protection of surface water, surface
development will be prohibited in the following
areas: within % mile of the North Platte River;
within 500 feet of live streams, lakes, reservoirs,
and canals and associated riparian habitat; and
within 500 feet of water wells, springs, or artesian
and flowing wells. These restrictions, including
the restriction on intermittent and ephemeral
streams described below, may be waived in writing
by the district manager if potential impacts can
be acceptably mitigated. The Y-mile limitation is
not to be waived on the Trappers Route tracts.

Surface development proposals that involve
intermittent and ephemeral streams (as identified
on USGS 7 % minute topographic maps) will be
evaluated, and site-specific mitigation will be
applied as necessary, or the development will be
moved a sufficient distance to ensure natural
drainage integrity. This restriction applies to
intermittent streams and well-defined ephemeral

streams where watershed conditions indicate that
the potential exists for the stream to carry
sufficient quantities of water o resuit in damage
to surface facilities or to dike channels.

This decision will be applied case by case. it
will not apply to every topographic depression or
every drainage that might conceivably carry runoff
at some time; rather, it applies to drainages that
have the potential to affect live streams.

*SWA3J: Socil Protection

Surface development is not permitted from
December 30 to June 1 in the South Fork Powder
River drainage, Coal Mountain-Twin Buttes area,
Pine Mountain, Rattlesnake Range, Holiday Draw,
Badwater-Deadman Butte area, Pine Ridge, and
Bear Peak.

Surface development is not permitted from
November 30 to June 1 on Muddy Mountain and
the front range of the Laramie Mountains or from
October 1 or first lasting snow to June 1 in South
Big Horn Mountains.

Seasonal limitations do not apply to
maintenance of existing facilities, and they may
be waived in writing by the district manager.

*SWA4: Slope Restrictions

No occupancy or other surface disturbance is
allowed on slopes of more than 25% without
written permission from the district manager.
When development is proposed on slopes of more
than 25%, engineered drawings for construction,
drainage design, and final contours proposed after
rehabilitation will be required. No occupancy will
be allowed on slopes over 25% in the South Big
Horns (RMU-1).

*SWAS5: Cedar Ridge

Because of fragile watershed conditions, no
surface development is allowed on Cedar Ridge
without the written permission of the district
manager.

SWAS6: Fragiie Areas

The following fragile areas will be evaluated to
determine the need for special management.
Special management could include development
of a management plan, establishing appropriate
protective measures, and placement of structures.

Alcova Rim; Mikes Draw, T. 37 N., R. 83 W,; Head of Small

Creek, T.36 N., R. 82 W and in T.38 N., R. 82 W,, Section
4, and T.39 N, R. 82 W,, Sections 33 and 34.
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SWA7: Rims and Gurges

Surface dev=iopment wiil not be allowed within
the rims of the foitocwing canyons and
gorges: Deer Creek Cariyon, Box Elder Creek
Canyon, Rock Creek Canyon, Wagonhound
Gorge, Brighton Canyon, Baldy Ridge and ex
and Goshen Hele Rim.

Wildiife

*WL1: Habitat Management Plang

The PRRA currently manages three wildlife
areas. Table Mour’zin and Springer/Bump-
Sullivan are managu:f in cooperation with the
Wyoming Game an Fish Department (WGFD)
through the implementation ¢ -simpleted habitat
management plans (HMPs).

For Table Mountain {1,540 acres), no surface
development is aliowed except for wildlife
improvements. Improvements now in place are ¢
reservoirs, islands constructed in reservoirs, 12
shelterbelts, approximately 150 goose nest
structures installed in ponds and on isiands,
aerators in reservoirs 1 and 8, and fences. The
Table Mountain area will be recommended for
withdrawal from operation of the 1872 Miming Law.

We will seek to acquire 20 acres through
exchange. This acquisition would increase duck
and pheasant nesting habitat and provide a bufier
zone to protect a pond that serves as a resiing
area for geese.

For Springer/Bump-Sullivan (600 acres), no
surface development is allowed except for wildlife
improvements. Reservoirs, fences, shelterbeits,
and goose nest structures are now in place in this
area. This area will be recommended for
withdrawal from operation of the 1872 Mining Law.

A draft preliminary plan has been prepared for
Jackson Canyon, which is managed solely by the
BL.M. Jackson Canyon is described in the “Special
Designations” section near the end of this section.

HMPs will be prepared for Bates Creek
Reservoir, Bates Creek aquatic habitat, Upper
Laramie River, Teal Marsh Reservoir, Thirty-three
Mile Reservoir, Rawhide Unit, Medicine Bow,
Bolton Creek, and Stinking Creek.

For Bates Creek Reservoir, we will pursue
acquisition of 3 miles of access across state land,
conduct prescribed burning, monitor sage grouse
use, construct islands, and monitor waterfow! use.

For Bates Creek aquatic habitat (700 acres) we
will fence portions of the stream to exclude

fivestock, seek a walk-in easemeni of % e,
Wentify and designate a primitive parking area,

and fence that area to resirict vehicle traific. We
will monitor fishing pressure and cooperate with
WGHD in stocking fish or improving sireuams.

For the Upper Laramie River {600 acres), we
need (o obtairn easements for 1 % miles of road
and for 4 mile for wall-in, Acquistion of the
casements is a low priority; they will not be
acquired unless the BLM can provide ne s
management, inciuding  enforcement
maintenance. We will construct a primitive parking
] i access is acquired in the futurs, We will
moeriior fishing pressure and cooperete wilh
WEHD o identity the need for stocking fish and
for etream improvemnenis,

¥
andg

For Teal Marsh Reservair (80 acres) and Thiriy-
thres Mile Reservoir {80 acres), we will provide
exciosure fences and monitor range condition and
waterfowi use.

For the Botton Cresk Aquatic -
we will monitor siream improve

iMP (200 acres),
nent and use of
the area by wildlife. The WGHD manages wildlife
populations, including beaver. The BLM manages
wildlife habitat. Management of beaver
populations to raise the water table is proposed.

Forthe Stinking Creek Aquatic HMP (500 acres),
we will consiruct an exclosure fence for
monitoring purposes and transplant and manage
beaver populations i coordination with the
WGED.

Forthe Medicine Bow HMP (abaoit 50,000 acres)
wa wili control beaver in ccordination with WGFD
whare viparian vegetation has been destroyed,
raicn springs and seeps (o provide year-round
wa temnporanly exclude tivestock irom riparian
areas as needed, and establish cottonwood perch
trees in bald eagie winter habitat,

For the Rawhide Unit HMP (200 acres), we will
consider construction of goose nesting siructures
on islands and riverbanks. We will conirol cattails
and oulrushes as needed, conirol noxious weeds,
and construct a parking area and canoe launching
site. This will be & cooperative effort with the
WGFD.

W2 Antelope Habitat Managemeni

Throughout critical antelops winter range in
Natrona County, we will correct fences on public
tand if it is determined that a fence unreasonably
restricts antelope movement. New fence
construction on all antelope range will conform
to the standards set forth in Section 1737.32A of
the B3I M Manual.
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Permanent water sites for antelope will be
developed, if water is available, in the following
areas: T30N, R85W, NW's:; T30N, R86W, NE;
T31N, R85W, SWY; T31N, R86W, E1.2, T35N,
R82W, E's; T36N, R82W, S's; T36N, R83W, N4;
T37N, R82W, N'4; T38N, R81W, W's; T37N, R83W.

No surface development will be allowed from
November 15 through April 30 in critical antelope
winter ranges. This decision can be waived by
the district manager. it does not apply to
maintenance of existing facilties.

*WL3: Deer Habitat Management

No surface development will be allowed from
November 15 through April 30 in critical deer
winter ranges. This decision can be waived by
the district manager. It does not apply to
maintenance of existing facilities.

A permanent water source will be provided in
deer summer range in the vicinity of the Soda
Beds, T36N, R83W, Section 31.

*WL4: Sage Grouse Leks

No surface development will be allowed within
aradius of ¥ mite from the center of a sage grouse
strutting ground (lek). So that the nesting area
around the strutting ground can be protected,
surface development will be allowed within 1 %
miles from the %-mile protection zone only
between June 15 and March 1. Exceptions to the
time and distance limitations in any particular year
may be authorized by the district manager.

*WL5: Critical Winter Range for Elk

No surface development will be permitted on
the following parcels of the Muddy Mountain
critical winter range for etk—a total of 3,440 acres.

T.31TN.; R 78 W.
Sec. 41 WuaWL, NEVUNWY, EASW Y, S1BSE'Y;
Sec. 5: NNEY, SWWNEY:, NWY, NEWSWY, SBSW'2,
Ww%SEYs, SEUSE Y,
Sec. 6: N
Sec. 7: E:SEY:;
Sec. 8 WY, WILNE', SEVGNEY:, NASE Y, SE 4SEY:
Sec. 9. All;
Sec. 10; WSW,
Sec. 150 NWUNW %,
Sec. 17; NN
T 32N, R 78W.
Sec. 31: SWYs,WBSEY:, NEXSE Y,
Sec. 32; SWY, SIASE ',
Sec. 33: SHSW.

The remaining critical winter range for elk in
the resource area will be leased subject to the
following stipulation:
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No surface development will be permitted from November
15 through April 30. This does not apply to maintenance
of existing facilities.

*WL6: Bald Eagles

No surface development will be permitted on
the following winter roosting areas for bald
eagles—a total of 17,684 acres.

T.32N.R. 7S W.

Sec. 18: Lot 5;
Sec. 19: Lots 1, 3, 5,6, 7, 8, and 10 through 66;
Sec. 20: Lot 5, SW/HSW4,
Sec. 30: Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, EaW %, SANEY:, WLSEY:,
Sec. 31: Lots 1, 2.
T.32N,;R.80W.
Sec. 7: Lots, 1,2, 5,6, 7, 8,9, 14, 15, 18, 17, NWWSE'Y,
SWUNEY:;
Sec. 8: Lots 3,4, 5,6, 7, 8, SWUNEW, SEY;
Sec. 9: S,
Sec. 10: S¥%SY;
Sec. 13; SEWSEY, SHhSWY, NWVSWVs;
Sec. 14: SEV, S/ANEY, Whh;
Sec. 15; Al
Sec. 17: Lots 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6, NEV:, S.SWYs, SWYSEY;

Sec. 18: Lots 5, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,
21, SEY;

Sec. 19 Lots 3, 6, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. 18, 20, SW¥iNEY;

Sec. 20: Lots 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, NE:;

Sec. 21: Lots 1,2, 3,4, NWY;

Sec. 22: All;

Sec. 23: All;

Sec. 24: Wi, ELEY., SWYNEY:, NWVSEY;

Sec. 25:
Sec. 26:
Sec. 27:
Sec. 34: Lots 1,
Sec. 35 E'.

T.31N;R.80W.
Sec. 2: Lots 1, 2. 3. 4, S'"aNW4, NWWSW%,

T.32N., R.81TW.
Sec. 12: S¥%Sl, NWHSEY, SEVANWY:, NEASWY;
Sec. 13: All;
Sec. 14: EV%EY.

T.33N.R.81TW.
Sec. 13: WLSW'i, SEVSWY;
Sec. 14: NEWSEY, W%SWYs, SEV.SWYi;
Sec. 15: SWBNE"Y, NWYi, N'ASEY, SEVSE;
Sec. 23: W%, SANEY, SEY;
Sec. 24: NWY:, S, SUNEY;
Sec. 25: N%, N%SEY:., SWV, SWYNW:
Sec. 26: NEY, ESEr, NEWNW,
T.35N.;R. 83W.
Sec. 19: WLSWi;
Sec. 30: WLNWY.
T.34 N.;R. 84 W.
Sec. 22 NWiNW Y,
Sec. 31 N5, N'%Sis.

T.35N.;R. 84 W.
Sec. 13: SWY%SEY, SEUSWY;
Sec. 24: E'%, EpWY;
Sec. 25 NEY, EANWY;
Sec. 27: SWvs, WSEY:, SESE Y,
Sec. 28: SEVSEY:;
Sec. 33: EWBNEY:, NEUSEY:,
Sec. 34: All;
Sec. 35: WILSW .

Sih, SNV, N1eNE:, NWVNW;
Es:
Lots 1,2,3,4,6,7,8,9, 10, 14, 15, 16;
2,3,6,7,8,9, 10, 15,
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No disturbance to trees or improvement in roads
or fegal access will be allowed in these bald eagle
winter ranges except as needed for fire
suppression or for control of pine beectle
infestations. Pine beetle control efforts within bald
eagle winter habitat will be conducted only from
April 1 to October 31.

On the remaining bald eagle winter habitat in
the resource area, no surface development will
be allowed from November 1 through March 31.

*WL7: Raptors

Where surface development proposals threaten
the active nests of high federal or state interest
raptor species, the PRRA will designate a suitable
biologic buffer zone around the nest or nests
where no surface development is permitted during
the nesting season. Species identified jointly by
the BLM, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and
the Wyoming Game and Fish Department as high
interest species are bald eagle, golden eagle,
osprey, peregrine falcon, prairie falcon, merlin,
ferruginous hawk, Cooper's hawk, Swainson’s
hawk, and burrowing ow!. An active nest is defined
as one that has been used at least once during
the previous three years.

The size of the buffer zone will be determined
case by case by the BLM area manager, who will
consider topography and raptor prey habitat
surrounding the nest site. Usually the buffer zone
will be " to '» mile. BLM personnel will determine
buffer zones for active eagle nests and for cliff
nesting sites of falcons in consuitation with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Nesting seasons are as follows: bald eagle,
November 1 through April 1; golden eagle,
February 1 through July 15; osprey, merlin, and
Cooper's hawk, April 15 through August 15;
peregrine falcon and prairie falcon, March 15
through August 1, ferruginous hawk, March 15
through July 15; Swainson’s hawk, April 1 through
July 31; and burrowing owl, April 15 through July
15.

WL8: Turkeys

No tree cutting will be allowed in critical winter
habitat for turkeys (2,360 acres).

WL9: Black-footed Ferret Habitat

No surface development will be allowed within
prairie dog towns until it is determined that a
development proposal will not adversely affect the
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black-footed ferret. Such determination will be
made through a biological assessment by the BLM
or through consultation with the USFWS under
section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.

Prairie dog control may be initiated where the
following criteria are met:

Treatment of prairie dog towns will be
considered only if a written request is recejved
from the owner of adjacent property or the
grazing fessee.

A ferret search will be conducted on public
lands before approval is granted for treatment.
No prairie dog control measures will be
allowed on public land in areas where black-
footed ferret sightings or confirmed sign has
been recorded within the last five years, or
if the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
determines the town is essential habitat for
the survival of the ferret.

No prairie dog control measures will be
carried out on prairie dog towns that are more
than 2 mile from private land.

Treatment of private land must be done
concurrently with treatment of public fand.

WL10: Riparian Habitat

Stream bank cover will be planted and the
plantings fenced at the North Fork and Middle
Fork of Buffalo Creek and the North Fork and
Middle Fork of Trout Creek.

Special Designations

*SD1: Pterodactyl Track (natural history)

The Pterodactyl Track area will be evaluated
for significant paleontological resources, ‘and a
mineral withdrawal from the 1872 Mining Law will
be recommended if necessary. No surface
occupancy would be allowed inside the
withdrawal area. The 1,200-acre ACEC
designation will be eliminated.

*SD2: Red Wall (recreation)

The ACEC designation for the Red Wall will be
eliminated. Surface development will not be
allowed within % mile of either side of the Red
Wall.
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SD3: Salt Creek ACEC (soil, water, and air)

The Salt Creek drainage to its confluence with
the South Fork of the Powder River is managed
as an ACEC. Salt Creek and portions of Teapot
Creek that have been identified as sensitive
drainages are included in the Salt Creek ACEC.
Implementation of the ACEC plan will be in the
following priority order: Salt Creek oil field,
Smokey Gap oil field, and East Teapot cil field.

Short-term, intermediate, and long-term stream
monitoring surveys (Level ) will be continued in
the ACEC as defined in the “Scils, Water, and Air”
part of this section under "SWA1. Watershed
Plans.”

The Salt Creek ACEC plan will be revised to
provide for inventory and evaluation of historic
oil and gas sites, structures, and townsites that
may be eligible for nomination to the National
Register. The Salt Creek oil field will be designated
as a historic district if applicable. In no case will
the designation interfere with oil and gas
development or production in producing fields
within this area.

*$D4: Jackson Canyon ACEC (wildlife)

The Jackson Canyon ACEC contains 3,600
federal surface acres and 11,150 federal mineral
acres, for a total of 13,760 acres in the ACEC.
We will control pine beetle infestations in this area
through a more active forest management
program, designate bald eagle roosts as priority
full suppression areas for wildlife control, evaluate
whether or not oil and gas leases should be
renewed, and incorporate fire suppression as part
of the HMP. We also will install signs and road
closures and monitor conflicts between recreation
use and eagles. A withdrawal will be
recommended on 3,600 acres of federal mineral
estate in bald eagle roost areas.

No rights-of-way will be permitted in this ACEC.
ORYV use will be allowed only on designated roads
and only from April 1 through October 31. There
will be no increase or improvement in roads or
legal access. Administrative access may be
necessary to maintain bald eagle habitat. The
ACEC will be managed in accordance with the
ACEC Wildlife Habitat Management plan.

Fire suppression will be conducted as needed.
Beetle control will be conducted only between
April 1 and October 31.
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*$D5: Muddy Mountain Environmental
Education Area (recreation)

The 1,260-acre Muddy Mountain EEA will be
managed for recreation, wildlife, forest resources,
and environmental education. Campgrounds, the
interpretive center, fences, and trails will be
maintained. The area will be recommended for
withdrawal from the operation of the 1872 Mining
Law.

A  winter snowmobile area, a forest
demonstration area, and a natural area will be
provided. The 700-acre natural area will be
protected from development. Forest management
will proceed in this area to control beetles and
manage forest stands.

*S$D6: Casper Sand Dunes (soil, water, and air)

The 13,560 acres of the Casper Sand Dunes
will be managed toc protect fragile watershed
values. ORV use will be confined to existing roads
and trails during big game hunting seasons and
on designated roads and trails the rest of the year.
We will pursue acquisition of access to this area
only if public demand and landowners’
cooperation is evident. Grazing leases will be
maintained. A watershed plan to be developed for
this area will be coordinated with the wildlife and
range programs. The plan will clarity any special
mitigation that may be required to reduce impacts
associated with development proposals

SD7: Natural Landmarks

Surface development proposals in the following
natural landmarks will be evaluated case by case
to determine impacts to the site. If the impacts
are not significant and can be mitigated, the
development will be allowed. Hells Half Acre. T35N.

R56W. Sec. 1: N»SWix N%SE ' T35N, R85W. Sec.
6 NWY:, NHSW

Badwater Grey Hills. T39N. R88W. Sec. 21: SE's, Sec.
28 W'ANEW, Sec. 33: SWwNE'., SESE'Y T38N
R88W., Sec. 4. All, Sec. 5 All

Rainbow Hills of Arminto. Sec. 4: E'w, EWW NWLINW
Sec. 5. SWWSW!', Sec. 7 SW'SE'«. Sec. 8. SE'.
Ev:SWv, SEUNWY:, S%WNE, NE=NE', Sec. 9. All.
Sec. 17: Wi, Sec. 18: NWUNE"™:

Precambrian Gneiss of the Big Horns (no federal surface).
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONS

INTRODUCTION

The resource management plan is presented
here by RMU. Management prescriptions for each
RMU define the types of resource uses planned
for that RMU. RMU prescriptions focus chiefly on
the resource values present in the RMU involved.
A map for each RMU depicts the major
management actions. Where no particular
resource value is dominant, the prescription
focuses on major or priority management actions
planned to improve, sustain, or protect resources
in the unit. If management of a particular resource
is not discussed for a given RMU, there are no
special prescriptions; management of that
program for that RMU would be carried out
according to the planning decisions described in
the "“Planning Decisions” section of this
document. In all cases, RMU prescriptions have
been guided by the planning decisions.

This process affords detailed direction to
specific geographic units and provides a clear
picture of what BLM program actions will be
initiated to manage resources over a ten-year
period. It also will serve as an important budgeting
tool. As priority programs and actions are
characterized by unit, workforce requirements and
materials can be budgeted systematically to
support planned actions.

The RMUs are identified as follows:

RMU 1. South Big Horn Mountains

RMU 2. Pine Mountain-Goldeneye Reservoir

RMU 3: Oregon-Mormon Trail

RMU 4: Fremont Canyon

RMU 5: Salt Creek

RMU 6: Casper Sand Dunes

RMU 7: North Platte River

RMU 8: Casper Mountain-Muddy Mountain-Jdackson
Canyon

RMU 9: Bates Hole

RMU 10: Laramie Range Foothills

RMU 11: Ross

RMU 12: Mule Shoe Flats-Richeau Hills

RMU 13: Rawhide-Table Mountain-Springer/Bump-
Sullivan

RMU 14: Remaining PRRA

PRESCRIPTIONS FOR EACH
RMU

RMU 1: South Big Horn Mountains
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The South Big Horns RMU {(RMU 1) contains
about 381,000 areas of BLM-administered public
surface, 349,000 acres of state and private lands,
and 404,000 acres of federal mineral estate.
Dominant resource values are grazing, recreation,
and wildlife. Other resource values are forest
resources, oil and gas, and salabie minerais such
as sand and gravel, moss rock, and flagstone.
Mining claims are present for bentonite, gold, and
silver. There are prehistoric cultural sites in three
areas.

Management emphasis will be on grazing (all
or parts of 10 “I” {improve) category allotments
and 11 “M” (maintain) category allotments,
forestry, recreation, and wildlife (related timber
harvest, recreation facility maintenance, and
maintenance of wildlife habitat); and fands and
reaity (obtaining access agreements and
disposing of isolated unmanageable lands). Oil
and gas potential in the portion of the unit west
of the Red Wall and north of the Badwater and
Lost Cabin-Arminto roads is low to moderate; the
rest of the unit has high potential for oil and gas.
Fire suppression zones are required to direct
suppression priorities.

Cultural Resources

Cutltural resource inventories will be conducted
on all federal surface and as necessary on split-
estate parcels before any surface-disturbing
activities begin. Mitigation will be directed toward
eliminating or reducing adverse impacts to
potentially significant cultural resources. The
Rock Cairn Trail and site 48NA940 will be
protected. The Notches Dome Archeoclogic
District will be protected, but exploration and
development of the oil and gas resource will be
allowed.

Energy and Minerals

The BLM will continue to issue sales and free
use permits in environmentally acceptable areas
for mineral material, including moss rock and sand
and gravel. Oil and gas exploration and
development will be allowed in areas where such
activity is environmentally acceptable.

Surface development will be prohibited within
'» mile of either side of the Red Wall.

Development will be permitted throughout the
rest of the RMU, subject to the planning decisions
that protect wildlife, soil, water, and cultural
resources.
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Fire Management

Priority full suppression rones are planned for
forestry and recreation {4,800 acres), wildlife
(5,800 acres), and oil and gas fields (6,400 acres).
Urban/rural interface buffer zones and adjoining
private land values will require that 3,800 acres
of scattered BLM parcels be managed for full fire
suppression.

The planned limited suppression zone
encompasses more than half the South Big Horns
RMU—approximately 300,000 acres. Buffer zones
Y4 mile wide will be established between areas of
priority suppression and limited suppression. Full
suppression actions will be taken in these areas,
as currently direcied. These areas cover
approximately 52,500 acres.

Additional fire suppression constraints will be
incorporated with the existing critical elk winter
range, and any pertinent cultural protection
standards will be included in the normal fire year
plan and the operational plan for priority full
suppression.

As part of the limited suppression planning and
implementation, owners of intermingled parcels
of land within limited suppression zones will be
contacted for their approval of incorporating
private lands of similar low value, low risk into
the limited suppression plan. Twelve cooperative
agreements will be needed.

Prescribed burning will be implemented on
about 7,500 acres after 14 burn plans are
completed on 11 grazing allotments and one stock
driveway. Fire prescriptions will be initiated to
enhance forestry and wildlife values in the
Badwater, Upper Forks of Buffalo Creek, and
Taylor Slope areas, as dictated by field intensive
study.

Forest Management

About 500 MBF per year will be harvested on
about 100 acres in the Grave Springs area for
approximately three or four years between 1990
and 1995. We will undertake the first stage of a
two-stage shelterwood cut and plan for 10 to 15
clearcuts of 3 to 5 acres each. When the stand
is stocked (600 trees per acre), and trees have
grown to pole size, we will undertake the second
stage of the shelterwood cut: to remove the
remaining ond growth and to perform thinnings
at ten-year intervals for the seedling-sapling stage
and at twenty-year intervals for the pole stage.
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In the South Cottonwood/Notches Dome area
and the Badwater area, we will collect forest
resource data.

In the Badwater area, we will conduct a forest
reconnaissance, collect data, and determine the
resource potential.

In the Sioux Pass area, we will conduct a forest
reconnaissance, collect data, and determine the
potential of the forest resource. i sufficient
resources are present to allow commercial use
of forest products, we will write a plan of action
for sales.

Grazing Management

Management of allotments is shown in table 2,
and range project developments and the type of
supervision are defined in table 3, both in the
“Planning Decisions” section.

RMU 1 contains all or parts of 10 “I” category
allotments and 11 “M” category ailotments.
Livestock forage utilization will be monitored more
intensively for livestock and deer-elk grazing
conflicts in two “I” category allotments, the Buffalo
Creek Ranch {Aetna Insurance Company) and
Willow Creek Company. After the first five years,
either these studies will be dropped because no
conflict has been found or we will initate action
to settle the conflict. Such actions could include
establishing seasons of use for livestock, limiting
livestock numbers, or other specific actions that
would address the identified livestock-wildlife
conflicts. We will expand monitering in the area
to the Coffman Ranch Company and the Cloud
Creek Sheep Company as necessary.

Lands

Approximately 2,520 acres have been identified
for disposal in this RMU. These lands will be
disposed of only by exchange or to meet important
public purpose needs. Exchanges will be
considered primarily to acquire private lands in
critical elk range and to enhance recreation
opportunities. However, when exchange or public
purpose opportunities have been exhausted, these
parcels may be disposed of by sale in response
to a public request if sale clearly would be in the
public interest and would conform to the
management objectives for this RMU.

A corridor is designated along the Lost Cabin-
Arminto Road for placement of major rights-of-
way. The area lying north and west of the
Badwater, Lost Cabin-Arminto, and Buffalo Creek



U wEuERUR aainasay suisyBlg wnes W HR Ll e A0t — —— — LLUS0 AN Y 05 RS R theny o sl sopiany o
L -

spnoibelieey [}

e A0 E0] aINg Ry Eae o

qunuizr g fudeg

(500 [0 BRES SRR NG MRRUG |

CEDE (0" LAL) S4REIFS [HI00R £

|
Tang ARTIE awen By o mig abary

S| TR s s -
Rl e

_....|... _
2Rl
e |
E e
: _..:..“ S
- e
A
I A
FoH
i
m__.__”u |
A T
i
|
| oy
— A} ]
i : : . =T
&l - . 2 - - : —o -
Al e e INEE N A 2
6 H g |t AR BT 5 - e i s A <= N HE
e L i L S e
Al e g Dl ST | | = [
= R 3 .ﬂ.,aﬂ “‘ = _Lﬁ,.m”.;._d.r B
e == Teveabar, / O== [ H i
= Bl /] | o b= m:_
=5y i C Tl R R
8 (e i ke 1 B _EE R mr.._|




T

Management Prescriptions

roads and the Red Wall is closed to placement
of rights-of-way. An exception will be made if oil
and gas leases in this area achieve production.
At that time, rights-of-way will be allowed only
in accordance with an approved oil field
development plan. Rights-of-way needed to
transport products out of the area must parallel
county roads except for the Big Horn Mountains,
Okie Trail, and Buffalo Creek county roads.

Acquisition of access easements will be pursued
on the Alkali Trail, Hitt, and Big Sulphur roads
to enhance recreation opportunities and use of
public lands.

Recreation Management

We will continue to manage principally for
extensive and dispersed recreation use with
minimal regulatory constraint, except for ORVs.
ORV use will be limited to existing roads and
vehicle routes on all public lands in the RMU,
except in the Red Wall area. ORVs may be used
in the Red Wall area only on designated roads
and vehicle routes on 32,295 acres. The Red Wall
area will be signed accordingly.

Buffalo Creek and Grave Springs campgrounds
will continue to be managed and maintained for
camping with only minimum support facilities
such as vault latrines, improved access roads,
trash cans, picnic tables, and designated
campsites at each campground.

Soil, Water, and Air

We will study the following sensitive drainages
to determine the need for preparation and
implementation of watershed management
plans: Anderson Draw, Okie Draw, Indian Creek,
Buffalo Creek, and Badwater Creek. Further study
also will be carried out for a fragile watershed
area in Mikes Draw, T37N, R85W.

On the basis of cost-benefit anlaysis, the
management plans could prescribe watershed
manipulation in the form of seeding, livestock
manipulation, construction of water spreaders,
and construction of water detention and retention
structures.

Intermediate and long-term stream monitoring
will continue in the following drainages: Badwater
Creek, Sioux Creek, Alkali Creek, Clear Creek,
and Dry Fork of Badwater Creek.

Wildlife

Monitoring of elk winter use areas and of
competition for forage between elk and livestock
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will be initiated. Elk calving areas will be identified
and protected. We will initiate monitoring of deer-
livestock competition and monitor raptor nesting
and sage grouse strutting. We also will install
guzzlers, develop springs and seeps for chukar,
deer, and sage grouse, conduct ferret searches
on prairie dog towns, and monitor fisheries
pressure. We will coordinate with the WGFD if
stocking or stream improvement should be
needed, initiate brush treatment as necessary, and
fence the wetlands portions of reservoirs.
Improvements will be maintained as needed.

RMU 2: Pine Mountain-Goldeneye
Reservoir

Pine Mountain-Goldeneye Reservoir (RMU 2)
contains 26,000 acres of BLM-administered public
surface and 66,000 acres of state and private lands;
there are 71,000 acres in federal mineral estate.
The dominant resource values are wildlife, with
critical habitat for a rare and endangered species
{bald eagle roosting, perching, and feeding areas)
on Pine Mountain and waterfowl and fisheries
populations at Goldeneye; oil and gas potential,
and recreation particularly at Goldeneye
Reservoir. Fire management actions are required
to protect sensitive resources and important
structures.

Cultural Resources

Cultural resource management will be minimal
except for necessary inventories to mitigate
surface-disturbing activities.

Energy and Minerals

Mining claims will be monitored as time permits.
Most claims are for bentcnite; some claims are
forthorium, rare earths, and gold. Free use permits
will be issued for sand and gravel, if thosse
materials are available, for state and county
highways. Moss rock and flagstone material sales
will continue on public demand.

The oil and gas potential on and around Pine
Mountain is considered to be high. There is a small
field on top of the mountain with marginal
productivity. Numerous dry holes have been
drilled recently on and around the mountain. A
deep test of the sub-thrust frontier formulation
at the top of Pine Mountain is being drilled to
meet West Pine Mine Mountain Deep Unit
obligations.

Management will continue to focus on
protection of sensitive resources and monitoring
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of impacts on bald eagle roost areas around Pine
Mountain when teasible. Oil and gas potential in
the vicinity ot Goldeneye wildlife and recreation
area is high. but little interest has been expressed
to date. No development will be allowed inside
that management area because the area receives
intensive recreational use and emphasis is on
habitat preservation.

Fire Management

Priority fuil suppression zones will include those
for recreation. 700 acres; wildlife, 1,000 acres: oil
and gas, 4,250 acres. Urban/rural interface near
the towns of Powder River and Natrona and other
adjoining private land values will require full
suppression on 2,500 acres of scattered BLM
parcels.

A limited suppression zone will be designated
that will encompass an area of low value
resources. This zone will comprise less than half
the Pine Mountain-Goldeneye RMU, or
approximately 12,000 acres. Private landowners
within the limited suppression zone will be
contacted for their approval of incorporation of
tands of similar low value into the limited
suppression plan. Six cooperative agreements will
be needed.

Buffer zones " mile wide will be established
between areas of priority supression and those
of limited suppression. Full suppression actions
will be taken in these areas, as is done now.
Approximately 8,000 acres will retain existing fire
suppression method constraints in bald eagle
roost areas.

Prescribed burning will be implemented on 550
acres after burri plans and EAs are completed for
three grazing allotments.

Forest Management

Forest management will center principally on
collection of field data for Pine Mountain. If an
adequate resource is present, the harvest will take
place on demand. If the resource should be found
unsuitable for harvest, the area will be eliminated
from forest management consideration.

Grazing Management

RMU 2 contains all or part of five “I" category
allotments and five “M" category allotments. The
Goldeneye allotment (Brewer) will be monitored
closely because of the recreational use of
Goldeneye Reservoir.
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l.ands

Approximately 720 acres have been identified
for disposal. Disposal will be implemented eily
by exchange or to meet public purpose needs.
However, when exchange or public purposc
opportunities have been exhausted, these parcels
may be disposed of by sale in response to a public
request if sale clearly would be in the public
interest and would conform to the management
objectives for this RMU.

Jne corridor is designated along U.S. Highway
20/26 to accommodate major rights-of-way. Site-
specific routing adjustments will be made to avoid
conflicts with public use and recreation tacilities
at Goldeneye Reservoir. Easements have been
acquired for pedestrian access around the
reservoir. These easements provide public access
to the entire shoreline for fishing and other forms
of recreation.

Recreation Management

Generally, this unit will be managed as an
extensive recreation management area where
dispersed recreation is encouraged and where
visitors will have freedom of recreation choice with
minimal reguilatory constraint. Goldeneye
Reservoir area was designated a special recreation
management area, and the Goldeneye Wildlife and
Recreation Area Management Plan (RAMP) was
completed and implemented on March 17, 1978.
The plan provides detailed planning with specific
objectives for use by visitors and for resource
protection while recreational opportunities are
provided consistent with public demand. The
existing RAMP will be amended to include an
overnight camping area. Support facilities to be
provided are 1 vault latrine, 1 parking area, 1 boat
ramp, 3 trash cans, 1 picnic ramada, 6 picnic
tables, and 6 campsites.

ORV travel in the area is limited to the
designated access road only.

Wildlite

The Pine Mountain bald eagle area will be
included in the Jackson Canyon ACEC/HMP. Oil
and gas exploration and development activities
will be monitored in relation to sensitive species
habitat and effect.

Studies of waterfowl nesting and productivity
at Goldeneye Reservoir will be initiated.
Placement of pedestrian trails and other facilities
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will pe coordinated with the landowner involved
and withh WGFD. Additional coordination and
assistance will be provided to the WGFD for
entiancement oi a quality fishery and
improvement of general witdlife habitatin the area.

Cverall monitoring of critical antelope winter
range will be initiated. Spring and reservoir
developrment for wildlife has been identified on
the Cumimings and Lindsay and Sons allotments.

RMU 3: Oregon-Mormon Traii

The Oregon-Mormon Trall RMU (RMU 3) is a
linear unit that encompasses lands on either side
of the Oregon-Mormon trail, generally *» mile on
gither side. Therefore, acreages have not been
compiled. No finite boundary has been drawn
along the border of the trail on the unit map. The
dominant resource values of RMU 3 are historic
resources and recreation resources. Of the 29
miles of trail corridors that cross BLM surface,
2% miles are potentially eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places. Other resources along
the corridors are minerals. That unit also contains
wildlife habitat for bald eagles, sage grouse, and
raptor nesting areas.

Management in this unit will be directed
primarily toward protection of the character of
significant remnants of historic trail segments.
interpretation and ORV use will be managed for
enhancement of the cultural resources.

Cultural Resources

The following trail segments will be protected
from surface development and ORV use: Fort
Laramie segments A, B, and Oid Bedlam; the
Ryan/Prospect Hill segment; the Horse Creek
segment; Emigrant Gap; Bessemer Bend; Platte
island; Sergeant Custard; and Glade Draw.

As indicated in the Oregon/Mormon Punee:
National Historic Traits RAMP (USD1, BLM 1985),
the Fort Laramie A and B, Ryan/Prospect Hill,
Sergeant Custard, Old Bedlam, Glade Draw, and
Platte Island segments of the trail will be
nominated o the National Register of Historic
Places. Additional trail segments that may be
located will be protected on the basis of an
evaluation of their significance.

Before development of federal minerals can
begin, cultural resource inventory will be
conducted on federal surface according to
standard procedures. Existing policy on cultural
resource inventory will be followed for the
development of federal minerals under private
surface.
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Energy and Minerals

There are extensive mining claims in the area.
Mineral development in Western Natrona County
along the trail will be monitored to avoid
destruction of any important historic trail
segments.

The potential for oil and gas along most of the
fength of the Oregon Trail is considered high.
Development is occurring in the vicinity of Willow
Springs. Tracts along the Oregon Trail that are
known to contain significant historic resources
have been leased for oil and gas. No surface
development is allowed on those tracts, so that
site integrity is protecied on the trail segments.

Fire Management

Suppression methods under current
management will be retained. Locations of the trail
system will be plotted so that they can be
incorporated into the normal fire year plan.

Some areas along the Oregon Trail from Casper
to the west edge of the resource area will be in
a limited suppression zone. The rest of the trail
will be retained in full suppression according to
standard procedure. No priority will be placed on
cultural resources except that they will be
protected from adverse suppression actions.

Surface-disturbing suppression actions such as
use of heavy equipment for blading vegetation or
fireline construction will be prohibited on the
segments of the Oregon/Mormon Trail described
under “Cultural Resources.”

Any cooperative agreement with other federal,
state, or county firefighting agencies will stipulate
the cultural resource concerns in their respective
areas.

Grazing Management

The Oregon Trail runs through one “I” category
allotment and two “M” category allotments. The
primary allotment to be affected by actions to
protect the Oregon Trail is the Rattlesnake Grazing
Association.

Lands

No land disposal actions will be considered on
the important trail segments identified. Exchanges
will be pursued to acquire private land containing
rut segments at Ryan Hill and Alkali Siough.

A portion of the Oregon Trail corridor
designation parallels the Oregon Trail between Oil
Mountain and Emigrant Ridge. A new corridor will
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be designated in this area. The planned corridor
is described in detail in section “L3: Corridors”
under “Lands” in the "Planning Decisions” section
of this document.

Recreation Management

The purpose of establishment of a national
historic trail is the identification and protection
of the historic route and its historic remnants and
artifacts for public use and enjoyment. The
potential for public outdoor recreation or
historical interest is based on interpretation and
appreciation of the trail's history. Site-specific
decisions related to the management of the
recreational and historical rescurces of the
Oregon-Mormon Trail in the PRRA will be
provided by the statewide Oregon/Mormon
Pioneer National Historic Trails RAMP (USDI, BLM
1985).

We will continue to administer special recreation
use permits for travel on the trail case by case,
coordinating such permission with involved
landowners. All segments (955 acres) of the trail
will be closed to ORV use yeariong to protect
cultural resource values.

Overall recreation management will emphasize
monitoring, use supervision, and enforcement to
resolve conflicts between users and landowners.
Recreation services will be limited to interpretive
brochures, maps, signs, support facilities, and
maintenance. No significant facility development
is planned.

Wildlife

An HMP will be written for bald eagle areas
along the trail. This will be addressed in the
Jackson Canyon HMP/ACEC. We also will
monitor use areas and identify any recreation use
conflicts. The need for monitoring sage grouse
strutting grounds and raptor nesting habitat is
critical, particularly along the Oregon-Mormon
Trail route in western Natrona County.

RMU 4: Fremont Canyon

The Fremont Canyon RMU (RMU 4) comprises
12,000 acres of BLM-administered land, 12,000
acres of state and private lands, and 22,000 acres
of federally administered mineral estate. The
dominant resource values are prehistoric fossils
(pterodactyl track area), recreation, and raptor
habitat. The focus of attention for this unit is the
canyon area itself. Lands surrounding this unique
area contain important values for other resources
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such as minerals, soil, and watershed.

Cultural Resources

The intensity of cultural resource management
will be low. Inventories and mitigation of surface-
disturbing activities will be initiated according to
the nature of proposed actions.

Energy and Minerals

Mining claims in the general area will be
monitored as the need arises, and plans for mining
will be reviewed if claims should be proposed for
development. We will continue to issue moss rock
sales where permissible and consider aggregate
removal beyond Y mile from the Platie River,
where such removal will not conflict with the
canyon or the pterodactyl track area.

Although much of the unit has been leased for
oil and gas in the past, there has been no
exploratory or drilling activity. The canyon area
itself is protected by a Y-mile buffer zone on each
side and will not be subject to drilling activity
because of its steep walls and the perennial stream
that flows at the bottom of the canyon. Seasonal
restrictions are applied for protection of bald eagle
habitat.

Fire Management

Because of priority full suppression zones for
recreation, wildlife, and urban/rural interface
buffer zones around the town of Alcova, as well
as other adjoining private land values,
approximately 500 acres of BLM-managed land
will be under priority full suppression.

A limited suppression zone will be initiated. It
will encompass less than half the Fremont Canyon
RMU, approximately 9,400 acres.

Buffer zones % mile wide will be established
between areas of priority suppression and fimited
suppression. Suppression actions taken in these
areas will be full suppression, as now, on
approximately 1,780 acres.

As part of the limited suppression planning and
implementation, owners of intermingled parcels
of private tand within limited suppression zones
will be contacted for their approval of
incorporation of private lands of similar low value
and low risk into the limited suppression plan.
Three cooperative agreements will be needed.
Prescribed burning will be implemented on 300
acres after a burn plan and EA are completed on
the Miles Land and Livestock allotment.
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Grazing Managemens

This area contains two Qo
Miles land and Livestcck and Stevenson and
Sons. (Aliotment categories are expiained in
appendix & of the drati RMP/EIS )

Lands

All the public iand in this RMU will bs
d managed because of ths i
multiple resources and because
isolated or fragmenied parcels.

\

The existing C&MU Act wiassfncawuﬂ on
Fremont Canyon will be terminated, o e
area io operations under ihe mining | -
withdrawal from the operations under i
Mining Law will pe recommenced |
pierodaciyl irack site. Before the sits | {
the actual fossil area will be redefined.
investigation indicates that the fossil araa may
aboul 400 acres. Na surface development wi
allowed in the ptercdactyl frack area unless i is
directed at site interpreiation

Recreation Managemen?

Pubiic land in this unit will be managed as an
extensive recreation management ares where
dispersed recreation will be encouraged
where visitors will have freedom of recrea
choice with minimat i‘"ghic ory consirain
exception is ORV uss. ORVs w m be contir
existing rcads and vehicle routes.

Soil, Water, and Alr

No surface development will be permitted within
Yo mile of the North Platte River within Fremont

Canyon.

Wildlite

The area will be managed for protection of baid
eagle habitat and potential peregrine falcon
habitai, goiden eagle nesting areas, prairie falcon
nesting areas, and sage grouse strutting grounds.

A joint HMP betwen the PRRA and ihe
neighboring Medicine Bow resource area is
planned io direct management and project needs
for part of the unit. The Medicine Bow HMP
houndary is the North Piatte River. The HMP area
is west of the river.

Project locations and design will he planned,
if needed, for fencing of select riparian areas and
for development of springs.
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policy
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Energy andg BMinerals

Mining clasnis exist in 24 ~=ctions. The potential
for bentonite oxnloration +-d mining is confined
to the southwest portior: of the unil. Few or no
sales of sand and gravel or moss rock are
anticipated.

Oil and gas development and croduction have
been intensive in this area since the 1890s. Nrilling
and production will continue. A major part of the
continued managerment of oil and yas production
in this area will ba coniinued emphasis on
implementation of the Salt Creek ACEC plan.

Special fisld studies are in progress to deterniine
gffective means ¢ = “lamation and rehabilitation
of disturbed arezs. : aese studies will continue,
with annual repoiis being prepared. Projects will
be monitored so that rehabil = on practices can
be improved.

Fire Management

Four priority full suppression zones will
incorporate both oil and gas resources and tirban/
rural interfaces around Midwest and Edgerton.
Approximately 23,000 acres of BLM surface will
be in the priority full suppression zone.

Four limited suppression zones wili bo
established on 33,120 acres of low value, low risi
BLM surface. The remaining 34,500 acres of puiblic
land in the RMU will be managed for full
suppression according to current proced.
Cooperative agreements with 11 owners of
adjacent land will be pursued for inclusicn of
intermingled lands into the limited suppression
plan.

At

Prescribed burning will be implemented on
about 350 acres on “I” category range allotments.

Grazing Management

This area contains all or parts of three “I"
category allotments and 11 “M’ category
allotments. Grazing management actions within
the Salt Creek ACEC generally will complement
the Salit Creek ACEC Management Plan.

Lands

Five existing R&PP areas provide community
services and recreation opportunities for Midwest
and Edgerton. As additional needs are identified,
BLM leases will be considered to accommodate
community needs. Title transfers will not be
considered because the area immediately
surrounding the towns is designated as an ACEC,

Approximately 800 acres not within the ACEC
have been identified for disposal by exchange or
for public purpose needs. When exchange or
public purpose opportunities have heen
exhausted, these parcels may be disposed ! by
sale in response to a public request if sale clearly
would be in the public interest and would conform
fo the management objectives for this HMU.

The withdrawal on Naval Petroleum Heserve No.
3 was reviewed in 1982 and continued for 100
years. The area is closed to operation of the public
land laws, including the mining and mineral
leating laws. The Secretary of the Navy has
jurisdiction over these lands and the Department
of Energy administers them. Oil and gas are being
developed under a private contract.

Corridore are designated for major right-of way
placerment along Wyoming Highway 258/U.5 &7
and Wyoming Highway 387. Site-specitic routing
adjustments will be made to avoid direct impacis
on the towns of Midwest and Edgerton and i
minimize conflicts with oil and gas developmern:
in the Salt Creek and aiacent oil fields. No rights
of-way will be allowed along the newiy
constructed segment of 1-25 in Ts. 37, 38, and
39N, Rs. 79 and 80 W., or in the towns of Midwest
or Edgerion, except for roads and other faciliti-
serving the towns oi supporting oil and gas
development.

Hecreation Managemaoni

ihe area will be managed as an exensive
ion area where visitors wit have freedom
eational chaoice with minnaal regulatory
constraint, except thai ORVs will be limited to
existing roads and vehicle routes. Reorestiorn
management will emphasize monitoring, use
supervision, and enforcement to resolve user
conilicts and provide resource protection as
necessary.

Soil, Water, and Air

The BLM will participaie actively in the
implementation of the Salt Creek ACEQ(
Management Plan. Equal emphasis will be placed
on the implementation of decisions on Dricrity ol
fields identified in the plan. The priority fislds are
East Teapoi, South Salt Creek, Salt Creek, Smokey
Gap, Shannon Pool, Sage Spring Creek, and
Sherwood Unit.

Portions of the following sensitive drainages are
within the Salt Creek RMU: Castle Creek, Salt
Creek, and Teapot Creek. These drainages,
ouiside the oil fields, will be studied further to
determine the need for additional protective
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Management Prescriptions

will pursue acquisition of access oniy through a
cooperative landowner agreement should public
demand be evident.

Recreation management and maintenance will
be minimal, with emphasis on monitoring, use
supervision, and enforcement to resoclve user
conflicts and provide resource protection.

Soil, Water, and Air

This RMU wili be managed in a manner that
will prevent any further development fron
significantly affecting the fragile nature of the area.
A watershed plan will be prepared if necessary.

Wildlife

As part of the soil and watershed plan, we wil
initiate studies of wetlands to determine water
needs for wildlife and livestock. We will initiate
a wildlife inventory to determine species and
diversity in this habitat. The inveniory is needed
because this fype of habiiat is rare in the PRRA.

Prairie dog towns will be monitored for ferrets
and burrowing owls as necessary.

RMU 7: North Platte River

The North Platte River RMU (RMU 7) is = linear
unit comprising 4,600 acres of BLM-administered
land and 12,800 acres of federal mineral estaie.
The dominant resources for management are
wildlife and recreation. Other imporiant vaiues in
the unit are oil and gas and the potential along
the river for salable minerals.

Management in this unit will focus on a wildlife
HMP for bald eagles along the North Platte River
and for riparian habitat in the Rawhide area. A
RAMP will be prepared for a special recreation
management area along the river. Included in the
plan will be seven canoe trail sites west of Casper
and ten parcels fronting the river east of Casper.
We will pursue acquisition of land west of Casper
through exchange. Part of the unit will continue
to be withdrawn from locatable minerals activity.

Cultural Resources

Low intensity management will be practiced for
cultural resources. We will conduct inventories
and mitigate adverse effects on cultural resources
where needed.

Lnergy and Minerals

We wili continue 1o proig 3¢ '; fands for Y
dle on sach side of i Plaite River
consistent with the high ecs‘ea‘iioﬁ and wiidlife
values provided by ithe river and adjacent riparian
areas.

Oit and gas pote is considered 10 be high
al o.,u mo‘ﬁ (}f ih(‘ :svm s length in the PRRA. A
smal i west of Casper in the
e Big Muddy 3i fieid
..1455‘17(‘(‘,3’ is m a tertiary
recovery phase. Most of the arsa along the North
Platin River has been 193*‘% for oif and gas activity.

Vil 1ﬂx5y of ‘a
hetween Casper

i\ic new samd a@*z(‘j wave& peraticns on for
e Yemile buffer z¢
x;utrpﬂﬂ\/ auwhor'/mi *«md and gravel O%ranon
on federal minerals within the Vi-mile buffer on
the North Platte River will be allowed 10 continue,

Fire Management

Priority full suppression will be practiced on
seven Trappers Route tandings and at Bessemer
Bend. These ;pecia! recreation management
areas along the river between Aleova and Casper
cover about 200 acres. Ten other existing sites
that have no faciiities wiil continue to be inciuded
in the adjacent full suppression zone.

Grazing Management

Three “” category allotments border the North
Matte River. i‘*em are no proposals at this time
inat would restrict !lvezaioc,\ grazing. Grazing will
sontinue to be managed as il is now; however,
significant conflicts with recreation sites or effecis
on riparian zones may require adjustments on
ihese aliotrments,

Lands

No lands have been identified for disposal
except for the teri riverfront parcels east of Casper.
These lands will be leased or patented only under
the R&PP Act, with special emphasis on
management to protect the resource values along
the river. Exchanges will be pursued io acquire
private land along the river west of Casper.
Acquisition would improve management and
promote access to recreation resources.

The existing withdrawal from mineral
operations will be continued to protect 3,264.21
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Management Prescriptions

acres of river frontage. This acreage includes the
seven trappers Route landings, Emigrant Gap, and
Bessemer Mountain.

The corridor along the river will be phased out
as existing rights-of-way are retired and removed.
No future rights-of-way will be altowed in this
corridor.

We wiil pursue acquisition of access to eight
of the riverfront parcels east of Casper. Two of
the ton parcels are accessible from county roads;
however, physical access o the Wendover Site
{s constrained by existing developments and land
uses. Current efforts by the Wyoming Game and
Fish Depariment {0 secure public access points
along the river may eliminate the need for the BLM
0 acquire easements to all eight parcels.

Recreation Manageiment

Approximately 4,600 acres of public land will
be intensively managed as a special recreation
management area. We will develop prescriptions
for management by characterizing recreation
opportunities in terms of setting and type of
activity. Areas to be included in the intensive
management are seven Trappers Route Canoe
Trail sites, Bessemer Bend Historic Site, Emigrant
Gap between Alcova and Casper, and ten
riverfront parcels of public land between Casper
and the Wyoming-Nebraska state line.

ORV use is limited to designated roads and
vehicle routes for 2,990 acres of public land
between Alcova and Casper. All roads will be
designated for ORV use.

Facility development will be limited to support
facilities for recreational activities, visitor safety,
and resource protection. Improvements ptanned
are upgraded access roads, desginated parking
and camping a provide for BLM management of
land during the peak recreation season only. One
site identified is the private land between
Bessemer Bend bridge and Besserner Bend
Historic Site.

Soil, Water, and Air
No surface development will be permitted on
BLM-administered surface within % mile of the

North Platte River. The restriction will not apply
to recreation facilities.

Wildiife

Wildlife management will focus on development
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of a pald eagle HMP and monitoring use and
feeding areas along the river. Raptor nesting areas
will be monitored.

RMU 8: Casper Mountain-Muddy
Mountain-dackson Canyon

RMU 8 encompasses 31,000 acres of BLM-
administered public surface, 70,000 acres of state
and private land, and 70,000 acres of federal
mirieral estate. This area has a full range of high
vaiue resources with various management needs.
The principal values are wildlife, forestry,
recreation, lands and realty, and grazing.

Wildlife management actions will be aimed at
protecting significant bald eagle and golden eagle
roosts and implementing beetle control on trees
in and around eagle roosting areas. Critical winter
range for elk also will be protected.

We will manage for vegetation species diversity
in concert with forestry objectives. An active
forestry management program will be carried out
for this unit with a planned harvest of about 750
MBF per year for about five years to combat pine
beetiies.

Recreational facilities include intensively used
campgrounds and an environmental education
area. The demand for year-round recreation is
increasing among local and out-of-state users.
There are 13 existing R&PP areas, disposal
potential for high value land on 520 acres, and
access easement needs. There is potential for
exchanges to increase the environmental
education area and critical winter range for elk.

The Casper Mountain Steering Committee is
working with the Natrona County Planning
Commission to prepare a land use plan for private
land on Casper Mountain. That plan, when
completed, will be coordinated with the BLM’s
resource management plan.

Cuitural Resources
The intensity of management for cultural

resources will be low, with the principal actions
tied to inventory and mitigation, if required.

Energy and Minerals

One filagstone pit (Mosteller) will continue to
operate. Mineral activities will be considered case
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soncert with recreation and wiidlife
decisions. Several bentonite mining
o antive, and these will be monitored.

LY CARe I

olans and

£

slairns

Mo surface development will be permitted in the
Jackson Canyon portion of this unit. This will
sretect baid eagle winter habitat and roosting

aleds.

N suriace development will be permitted in the
Muddy Mountain EEA and its assooiated forest
management area so that the units integrity as
enviiunmental educalion area can be
imaintained. The restriction will not apoly to forest
or recreation managernent practices.

it

The eastern porticn of ihis unit containg critica
clk winter range, city and county varks, and BR&PP
grants that have been leased for oil and gas subject
to a "no suituce occupancy’ restriction.

vertinns of the RMU that have been ieased
with surface dovelopment permitted, such surface
deveivoment is allowed only from May 1 to
Noveinber 15. These areas are subject to the
decisions that constrain development listed under
“Soils, Water, and Air,” "Wildlife,” and “Recreation”
i the "Planning Decisions” section of this
document.

Fire Management

rire management will have high priority on
Casper Mountain because of the numerous
homesites, important recreation and wildlife
resources, and high fire risk. We will pursue
cooperative agreements with private landowners
and other fire and land management agencies so
that limited suppression and priority full
suppression areas can be established.

Priority full suppression zones will be
established forforestry, 3,800 acres; wildlife, 2,160
acres; and recreation, 1,200 acres. The urban-rural
interface near the city of Casper and other
adjoining private land values will require 1,200
acres of scaitered BLM parcels to be managed
for priority fire suppression.

A limited suppression zone will encompass
about 12,000 acres in the Casper Mountain-Muddy
Mountain RMU.

Buffer zones % mile wide will be established
between areas of priority suppression and limited
suppression. Full suppression actions will be
taken in these areas, which will cover
approximately 1,200 acres.

We will incorporate additional fire suppression
constraints to protect existing critical etk winter
range, bald eagle roost areas, and culiural

rasources. These constraints will become part of
the normal fire year plan and the operational plan
for priority full suppression.

As part of the limited suppression planning and
implementation, owners of intermingled parceis
of land within limited suppression zones will be
contacted for their approval of incorporation of
private lands ot similar low value and low risk into
the iimited suppression plan. Eight cooperative
agreements will be needed.

Prescribed burning will be implemented on 700
acres in four grazing allotments and three forestry
areas.

Forest Management

In the Little Red Creek area, we will cut
approximately 100 acres per year, harvest 500
MBF per year for approximately three {o five years
between 1985 and 1990, and selectively cut a total
of 800 acres. We will cut stands to between 40
and 60 square feet of basal area and perform
thinrings at ten-year intervals for seedling-sapling
stands and at 20-year intervals for pole stands.
We will carry out mouniain pine beetle
management on 800 acres. In Jackson Canyon,
we will cut beetle-infested trees and thin as
necessary.

On Muddy Mountain, we will manage the forest
resources to reduce mountain pine beetle
incidence. We will produce 200 MBF per vear in
fuelwood and posts and poles by cutting beetle
trees and by thinning approximately 400 acres
over a three to five year period. In addition, we
will thin about 75 acres of seedling-sapling stage
stands.

Grazing Management

This area contains all or part of three “I”
allotments and four “M” allotments. We will
conduct special studies on two “I” allotments,
Cheney and Schmitt, to determine livestock-deer
conflicts in critical winter ranges and the effects
of grazing on water quality in Red Creek and Little
Red Creek.

Lands

Approximately 1,300 acres are identified for
disposal in this RMU. None of this land is on
Muddy Mountain. Four parcels containing 490
acres on Casper Mountain will be reserved for
disposal only under the R&PP Act. Thirteen
existing R&PP leases and patents on Casper
Mountain will continue to be used for public
recreation.



U s luRie e aonosny UeAURT LOSYIEF PUE Eiuna |y Appngy aodesen el

Wiy 10 ESEET 050ding 20ng pUe o e poaododg

10y a6 ateat asodang 51)gng PUE VoA M Buntixg f///ﬁ
-

1235y Wwigaund [muawungaug [0 jo ey
A Wb 1G9 #0ET BlIEG

gy 1A} ey tuawabeuegy a0 _H_ ey Apnig o g eyl ppgyatioey
Jmmao] |
_..m_.:___.._ TR T R T | .mlmlu SEYIG AN a ey L
Ausungy suonsbulg snaiangy [8259% QOD'DL| DRIET (1001 |B10E
[TETTRHTEIE: § TR LTS —— (48000 QOOT0L) 220NG DI0AHY _ _

58000 [0 | B} eoepamg sy St

Sl UL S (RIE
T

Loy
| metn

-




Management Prescriptions

Exchanges will be pursued for acquisition of
private land in Jackson Canyon and on Muddy
Mountain. Primary emphasis for exchanges will
be adjacent to the Muddy Mountain EEA and
critical habitat in and around the eagle roost. Of
the remaining 810 acres identified for disposali,
two small parcels, one 5 acres and the other 24
acres, will be disposed of by sale or other
appropriate means; the remainder will be disposed
of by exchange or to meet important public
purpose needs. When exchange or public purpose
opportunities have been exhausted, these parcels
may be disposed of by sale in response to a public
request if sale clearly would be in the public
interest and would conform to the management
objectives for this RMU.

An existing C&MU Act classification on the
Muddy Mountain EEA will be converted to a
withdrawal covering 1,175.94 acres. A new
withdrawal will be considered to protect
approximately 3,500 acres within the Jackson
Canyon ACEC.

No rights-of-way will be allowed in the Muddy
Mountain elk winter range or the Jackson Canyon
ACEC.

Acquisition of one access easement will be
pursued on the Corral Creek Road to enhance
public recreation opportunities.

Recreation

Muddy Mountain was designated a special
recreation management area, and a Muddy
Mountain RAMP was completed and implemented
on May 10, 1977. The pian provides detailed
planning with specific objectives for use by
visitors, resource protection, and recreational
opportunities consistent with public demand.

Recreation use on the 12,000 acres of public
land in this RMU will be managed intensively

The Muddy Mountain EEA (1,200 acres)
contains a 675-acre natural area. Existing facilities
are two designated campgrounds, Lodgepoie and
Rim; two nature trails, Beaver Trail and Forest
Ecology Trail; one interpretive ramada; two water
wells; two vault latrines; one access road; several
picnic tables; and two trailhead parking areas.
Improvements to be added are 15 miles of marked
snowmobile trails, a day use area, a group
camping area, one vault latrine, picnic tables, and
trash cans.

ORV travel on Muddy Mountain Recreation Area
(11,370 acres) will be limited to designated roads
and vehicle routes. A total of 630 acres of the
EEA will be closed to ORV travel (including
snowmobile use) year-round. ORV travel in the
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Jackson Canyon area of the unit will be hmited
to designated roads and vehicle 1outes on 3.890
acres.

Recreation management for the remaming
public fands in this RMU is considered extensive

Dispersed recreation will be encouraged. and
visitors will have freedom of recreational choice
with minimal regulatory constraint Recreation
management and maintenance will emphasize
monitoring, use supervision, and enforcement to
prevent user conflicts and provide resource
protection.

Projects to be completed as specified in the
Muddy Mountain RAMP are as follows:

Acquisition of easements for 3 miles of roads,
# mile for walking, 22 miles for cross-country
ski trails, and 6 miles for snowmobite trails.

Hiring of a seasonal ranger each summer and
fall for enforcement and public information.

Rehabilitation of old
disturbed areas

roads and other

Timber thinning in high fire danger and
overstocked areas.

Pursuit of exchanges for lands containing
critical winter range for elk and lands adjacent
to the EEA.

Constructicn of 8% miles of fence around the
EEA (40 inch, 4-strand barbed wire).

Designation of cross-country skiing areas
{snowmobile closures).

Continuation of the post and pole sale
program in designated area.

Soil, Water, and Air

No intensive management will be required for
soil, water, and air in this RMU. The Little Red
Creek and Red Creek will be included in the Bates
Hole Watershed Plan.

Wildlife

We will complete the Jackson Canyon ACEC/
HMP, control pine beetle infestations through a
more active forest management program, initiate
priority full suppression in bald eagle roost areas,
and incorporate fire suppression as part of the
HMP. We also will install signs and define road
closures.

We will monitor deer and elk use of areas in
relation to browse conditions to identify any
conflicts. Such studies will be coordinated with
the WGFD.
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RMU 9: Bates Hole.

The Bates Hole RMU (RMU 9) comprises
109,000 acres of BLM-administered public
surface, 133,000 acres of state and private lands,
and 216,000 acres of federal mineral estate. The
principal resource values are grazing, wildlife,
soils, and watershed. Other values are found in
minerals and recreation. Resource management
will focus on a well-coordinated approach among
grazing, wildlife, and soils and watershed so that
proper rangeland management will be addressed
holistically.

This RMU contains nine “I" allotments and nine
“M” allotments. Proper use and condition of
vegetation to support livestock, antelope and deer,
and related watershed concerns will be analyzed.
Wildlife management will focus on aspects of
wildlife for Bates Creek and Kerfoot Creek, Bolton
Creek, and Stinking Creek.

The Bates Hole watershed management plan
will focus on sensitive watershed concerns. We
will continue to gather data at existing stream
monitoring stations. Fire suppression zones will
be established. Prescribed burning plans will be
developed as a tool for grazing management on
ten allotments.

Cultural Resources

Management of cultural resources in this unit
will be at a relatively low level of intensity with
activity tied to inventory and mitigation if needed.
Proposed actions will be reviewed for impacts on
cultural resources, and cultural inventories will be
conducted when necessary.

Energy and Minerals

The intensity of energy and mineral
management will be relatively low for this unit.
There are mining claims scattered across 130
sections. The claims are primarily for uranium,
bentonite, and silica sand. There are no large
active mining operations in the RMU, although
some large uranium mines operate in Carbon
County, to the south. Moss rock and flagstone
are present in small amounts, but demand for
material of this type is low. Grave! exists in the
area, but demand is low. Two free-use permits
have been issued to the Wyoming Highway
Department.

Locatable and salable minerals will not require
any special management actions. Sales and
permits will be handled case by case.
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Fotential for oil and gas development in this
unit ranges from moderate to high. This unit
coniains several old fields.

Development on this unit is subject to a seasonal
resiriction from November 15 to April 30 for the
protection of critical winter range for antelope and
deer. The restriction also protects sensitive
watersheds during the time when they are most
susceptible to erosion. The unit is also subject
to other decisions that constrain surface
development, as described in the “Planning
Decisions” section of this document.

Fire Management

Fire management is a critical support program
in this RMU. Priority full suppression zones will
be delineated for protection of existing facilities
for oil and gas on 700 acres. Adjoining private
land values will reguire management of 6,400
acres of scattered BLM parcels for full fire
suppression. A limited supression zone
encompassing approximately 100,000 acres of
BLM-administered surface will be recommended.
Buffer zones ' mile wide will be established
between areas of priority suppression and limited
suppression. Full suppression will be practiced in
these areas (approximately 1,800 acres).

As part of the limited suppression planning and
implementation, owners of intermingled parcels
of land within limited suppression zones will be
contacted for their approval of incorporation of
private lands of similar low value into the limited
suppression ptan. This will involve 17 cooperative
agreements.

In addition to the 1,600 acres proposed for
prescribed burning under current planning,
prescribed burning will be implemented on
approximately 7,000 acres in ten grazing
allotments and one stock driveway.

Forest Management

This unit contains scattered ponderosa pine or
mixed ponderosa pine and juniper. It is tentatively
classified as nonproductive forestland. Little or no
forest management action is planned. Bates Creek
and Sheep Creek areas will be reviewed for
fuelwood potential.

Grazing Management

The unit contains nine “I” and nine “M” category
attotments. Grazing management will focus on
conflicts between livestock and antelope or deer
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Management Prescrinions

in critical winter ranges. Water quality wil! be
studied intensively. Allotments affected in the first
five years will be Bentley, Garrett Rancihi. Marton
Brothers, Miles Land and Livesiock, and Steinle.
After the first five years, the studies will be dropped
if no conflict is evident, or they will be expanded
to include both Body ranches, Bates Creek Cattie
Company, Schnoor. Cheney. Martin-Haygood,
and Milne.

Lands

Approximately 2,040 acres of public lands have
been identified for disposal in this RMU. Except
for two parcels {otaling 120 acres, this land wil!
be disposed of by exchange or for public purpose
heeds. However, when exchange or public
purpose opportunities have been exhausted, these
parcels may be disposed of by sale in response
to a public request if sale clearly would be in the
public interest and would conform to the
management objectives for this RMU. The two
parcels iotaling 120 acres are inciuded in a
pending upplication under the Desert Land Entry
Act. The application was filed before the RMP was
initiated; therefore, it will be considered on its own
merits and will not be denied on the basis of this
planning decision.

Acquisition of two easements wili be pursued
for public access to the Bates Creek Reservoir
andto Kerioot Greek. The Kerfoot Creek casement
will be for foot iraific only so that the area will
be availabie for public use but the resources along
the creek {including wetland/riparian values) will
not be jeopardized.

Recreation Management

No major recreation actions are planvied in this
unit. It will be managed as an extensive recreation
management area where dispersed recreation will
be encouraged. Visitors will have freedom of
recreational choice with minimal regulatory
constraint, except that ORV use will be limited
to existing roads and vehicle routes on ail public
lands. Recreation management will emphasize
monitoring, use supervision, and enforcement to
resolve user conflicts and provide resource
protection.

Soil, Water, and Air

The Bates Hole Maragement Plan will be
developed on the basis of data obtained through
a special study.

This RMU contains ihe foliowing sensitive

67

drainages: Washout Creek, Ledge Creek, Bear
Ureek, Bolion Creek, Stinking Creek, Upper Bates
Creek, Red Creek, Little Red Creek, and Corral
Creek.

On the basis of cost-benefit analysis, the
management plan may prescribe watershed
manipulation, livestock manipulation, and
construction of water spreaders and detention and
reiention struciures.

Intermediate and long-term stream monitoring
will continue on Bates Creek, Stinking Creek,
Lawn Creek, Upper Bates Creek, Corral Creek,
Bolton Creek, Ledge Creek. Washout Creek, Bear
Craek, Red Creek, and Little Red Creek.

Wildlife

Management actions for wildlife are closely
related to grazing and watershed concerns. In this
unit, we will focus on habitat management
planning and subsequent on-the-ground actions
supportive of other resource program objectives.
The following HMP planning and action will be
required within the unit.

For Bates Creek Reservoir HMP, we wili pursue
acquisition of an easement of 3 miles, conduct
prescribed burns of sagebrush, and monitor sage
grouse strutting and winter use. We also will
construct islands and monitor waterfow! use. For
the Bates Creek Aquatic HMP, we will fence
portions of the stream to exclude livestock, obtain
a walk-in easement (% mile), and establish a
primitive parking area and fence it to restrict
vehicle traffic. We will also monitor fishing
pressure and cooperate with Wyoming Game and
Fish Department for stocking fish or stream
improvement.

For the Bolion Creek Aquatic HMP, we will
monitor siream improvement and wildlife use in
a recently constructed exclosure. For the Stinking
Creek Aquatic HMP, we will construct an
exclosure fencz for monitoring purposes. The
WGFD manages wildlife populations {including
beaver), and the BLM manages wildlife habitat on
BLM-administered public lands in cooperation
with WGFD. Management of beaver populations
to raise the water table is proposed for the Bolton
Creek Aquatic HMP, and transplantation and
management of beaver populations is proposed
for the Stinking Creek Aquatic HMP.

Throughout the unit, springs and seeps will be
developed where needed to support wildlife, and
fencing will be done according to specifications
in critical antelope areas and riparian areas.
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RMU 10: Laramie Range Foothills.

The Laramie Range Foothills RMU (RMU 10)
comprises 15000 acres of BLM-administered
public surface, 206,000 acres of state and private
land, and 107,000 acres of federal mineral estate.
The primary resource values are forestry,
recreation, and wildlife.

There is good potential for additional hunting
and fishing opportunities in the unitifaccess could
be acquired on any of five areas—Deer Creek,
Wagonhound Gorge, LaPrele Creek, School
Section Mountain, and Cottonwood Creek,
Wildlife management will be limited because of
surface ownership, but there is potential for limited
management of elk and deer ranges and fisheries
through cooperative agreements with landowners,
the WGFD, and the Forest Service. Al program
actions in this unit will emphasize coordination
with the Forest Service where adjacent land
ownership and cooperative use objectives are
present. Fire management and soil and water
management will provide important support to
other programs.

Cultural Resources

The potential for prehistoric sites in this unit
is moderate to high, and there is moderate
potential for historic sites such as stagecoach
routes, trails, and homesites.

We will apply cultural survey requirements and
necessary stipulations before approving projects
so that identification of prehistoric and historic
resources is ensured. These sites will be evaluated
for signiticance under National Register criteria
{36 CFR 60.4), and potential impacis will be
assessed according to criteria of effects (36 CFR
800.3). Mitigation will be carried out as necessary.

Energy and Minerals

There is a potential for gravel extraction along
Cottonwood Creek and Sand Draw. Limestone for
construction aggregate could possibly be
developed in the next ten years. Development for
gravel and limestone will be permitied case by
case if its acceptability is indicated by
gnvironmental assessment.

Most of this unit is considered to have moderate
potential for oil and gas development. Some of
the lower elevation areas have high potential.
Leasing in this area occurred for the first time
in 1982. To date, there has been little exploration
and no development.
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Development in this unit is subject to a seasonal
restriction from November 15 to April 30 during
periods of heavy snowfall and spring rain and for
the protection of critical deer and elk winter range.

This unit is subject to a surface disturbance
restricticn on slopes of 25% or greater. Much of
this unit has slopes in excess of 25%.

Fire Management

Priority full suppression zones will be delineated
for forestry and wildlife resources on 7,750 acres.
All other BLM acreage will be managed for full
fire suppression.

Cooperative agreements on exchange of fire
suppression responsibilities between the Forest
Service and Converse County are in operation.
An agreement with Platte County will be sought.

The BLM has responsibility for fire suppression
on all federal lands west of the Old Fort Fetterman
Road in Converse County; the Forest Service's
Laramie Peak Ranger District has suppression
responsibility on federal lands east of that road
to Interstate 25 in Platte County.

Limited suppression may be considered for
portions of this RMU in extremely rough terrain.
Close coordination with the agencies listed above
would be sought during the planning and
implementation phases of a fire management plan
in this RMU.

Forest Management

Priority for forestry will be in the Deer Creek
range. Management actions wili be as follows.

For Deer Creek Range, we will develop a timber
management plan, harvest 175 acres per year, and
cut 500 mbf annually for three to four years
beginning in 1987. We will obtain 9% miles of
temporary easements and construct 1% miles of
new road. We also will determine whether the
Forest Service wants to operate a joint fuelwood
sales area.

For Negro Hill, we will conduct a forest
reconnaissance in the area, collect data, and
determine if a timber management plan is
required. We will harvest at least 500 mbf annually
beginning in 1991.

For Baldy Ridge, we will conduct a forest
reconnaissance of the area, collect data, and
determine if the area can be successfully
managed.

For Esterbrook, we will conduct a forest
reconnaissance of the area, collect data, and
determine the resource potential.
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For Banner Mountain, we will evaluate the
available inventory data, then conduct a
reconnaissance of the area to determine if the
topography will permit any harvest of timber
products.

Grazing Management

All grazing allotments within this unit have been
placed in the "C" (custodial) category. Grazing
management will be minimal throughout the unit.

Lands

Approximately 3,200 acres have been identified
for disposal in this RMU. Disposals will be carried
out by exchange or for public purpose needs.
However, when exchange or public purpose
opportunities have been exhausted, these parcels
may be disposed of by sale in response to a public
request if sale clearly would be in the public
interest and would conform tc the management
objectives for this RMU.

Easements or cooperative access agreements
may be acquired to initiate the forestry program
in the Deer Creek area and other areas within this
unit.

Recreation Management

This unit will be managed as an extensive
recreation management area where dispersed
recreation will be encouraged and where visitors
will have freedom of recreational choice with
minimal regulatory constraint. The exception is
that ORV use will be limited to existing roads and
vehicle routes on all public lands in the unit.

Recreation management and maintenance will
emphasize monitoring, use supervision, and
enforcement to resolve user conflicts where
necessary. Access to isolated tracts of BLM land
will be sought only if public demand warrants such
actions. Cooperative landowner agreements will
be sought to provide seasonal recreational use
of BLM lands.

Soil, Water, and Air

Because public land is limited in this unit,
actions will be taken as needed to support other
programs such as forestry and recreation.
Protection of resources will come from the
application of land use decisions as described in
the “Planning Decisions” section when on-the-
ground actions are proposed.
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Wildlife

We will monitor use on elk ranges, particularly
the Baldy Ridge area, and consider studies and
cooperative work with the Forest Service and the
WGFD for deer winter ranges. We also will work
cooperatively with the WGFD for fisheries
enhancement.

RMU 11: Ross

The Ross RMU (RMU 11} comprises 24,000
acres of BLM-administered public surface,
411,000 acres of state and private lands, and
316,000 acres of federal mineral estate. Important
resource values are cultural resources, minerals,
and wildlife. Lands and fire management are
important support program components.

Cultural resource management will focus on the
historic Bozeman Trail and several stage stations
along its route. The trail segments will be
protected from surface development. Extensive
claims for uranium exist. Wildlife management witl
center on monitoring and protection of sage
grouse strutting areas. Land disposals and rights-
of-way will be permitted so long as cultural values
are not jeopardized.

Cultural Resources

Management of cultural resources will protect
segments of the Bozeman Trail. Tracts containing
trail segments will be protected through ORV
closures and prohibition of surface development.
The trail segments to be protected from surface
disturbance are Holdup Hollow (40 acres),
Stinking Water Gulch (670 acres), and Spring
Draw (320 acres). These segments are currently
being nominated to the National Register. Legal
descriptions of the Bozeman Trail segments are
included in the “Planning Decisions” section.

Energy and Minerals

About 30,000 acres containing about 555 million
tons of federal coal will be available for
consideration for future leasing or for exchanges.
All preference right lease applications (PRLAs)
will be processed. The unit contains the Sand
Draw PRLA (Peabody), the Stevens North and
Stevens South PRLAs (Western Fuels), and the
Southern Powder River PRLA (CDT). Coal leases
and PRLAs are shown on map 6 in volume 2 of
the RMP/EIS.
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The Thunder Basin National Grassiand, which
is adjacent to this unit, contains about 164,000
acres with about 11 billion tons of federal coal
that is acceptable for coal development and would
be available for further leasing consideration.
Federal coal land inside the TBNG boundary that
may be included in future coal leasing will be
subject to the stipulations and mitigation detined
in the Medicine Bow Forest Manageiment Plan,
which includes the TBNG (USDA, F3 1984). All
PRLAs within the TBNG wili be processed in
accordance with the final forest plan, the EAs that

the Forest Service prepared for the PRLAs, and
the EA decision record prepared by the BLM.

There are approximately 8,000 mining claims
for uranium scattered across 339 sections. The
Bill Smith Uranium Mine and the Southern Powder
River Basin Uranium mill are shut down. Any
increase in the demand for uranium probably
would trigger mining activity in this area.

This unit is considered to have high potential
for oil and gas development. Most, if not all, of
the unit has been leased for oil and gas, and
portions have been heavily developed within the
past 15 years. Development proposals for this unit
are subject to land use decisions identified in the
“Planning Decisions” section.

Fire Management

Prescribed burning will be applied on six sites
after completion of an EA and fire plan.

Grazing Management

All grazing allotments in this unit are in the “C”
category. Grazing management will be minimal
throughout the unit.

Lands

Approximately 9,240 acres of public lands in
this unit are identified for disposal by exchange
or for public purpose needs. However, when
exchange or public purpose opportunities have
been exhausted, these parcels may be disposed
of by sale in response to a public request if sale
clearly would be in the public interest and would
conform to the management objectives for this
RMU.

No rights-of-way will be allowed on Pine Ridge.
Soil, Water, and Air

The level of soil, water, and air management
for this unit will be low except for application of
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resource protection stipulations on historic
segments. Decisions that constrain development
may be impiemented case by case in the rest of
the unit,

Wildlife

Wildlife management will siress continued
monitoring of sage grouse strutting grounds and
case-hby-case implementation of stipulations on
rights-of-way and proposed mineral activity to
protect important habitat. We will continue to
check prairie dog towns for ferrets and burrowing
owls, since this RMU has high potential for these
species,

RMU 12: Muleshoe Flats-Richeau Hills

The Muleshoe Flats-Richeau Hills RMU (RMU
12) comprises 52,000 acres of BLM-administered
public surface, 183,000 acres of state and private
land, and 180,000 acres of federal mineral estate.
While ownership in this unit is highly fragmented,
the unit has values and management potential for
grazing, wildlife, and lands. Grazing use will be
monitored in Muleshoe Flats for proper stocking.
Range readiness studies will be conducted to
determine proper seasons of use. We will evaluate
critical elk, bighorn sheep, and deer winter ranges.
Lands actions will be related chiefly to disposal.

Cuiltural Resources

Management of cultural resources will consist
of inventory and mitigation of proposed surface-
disturbing activities.

Energy and Minerals

Mining claims are scattered across 16 sections.

Potential for oil and gas development in this
unit is considered to be moderate. Much of this
unit is under lease, but to date there has been
no exploration or development.

Critical elk winter range in this unit is protected
by a seasonal restriction from November 15 to
April 30. The Laramie River is protected by a buffer
zone of 500 feet on either side.

Slopes on much of the unit exceed 25% except
in Muleshoe Flat. Surface development in those
areas is prohibited except when the restriction is
waived. All other land use decisions identified in
the “Planning Decisions” section will apply where
appropriate.
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Lirited tire suppression will be reacommended
for approximately 17,820 acres.

Cooperative agreemenis with 18 owners of
adjoining property will be pursued so that
intermingled lands could be included in the limited
suppression plan.

Forvest Management

Low level forest management will be planned
for this unit. Only one area, Squaw Mounitain, has
timber potential. No forest management action wili
be taken in this area except in conjunction with
wildlife or recreation objectives. We plan to leave
the area “as is” for at least the next five years.

Grazing Management
There are two “I” category allotments and three
“M” category allotments in this unit. There has
been concern about overgrazing on Muleshoe
Flats. This area will be monitored for the first five
years.

Lands

Approximately 4,960 acres of public land are
identified for disposal only by exchange or to meet
important public purposes. However, when
exchange or public purpose opportunities have
been exhausted, these parcels may be disposed
of by sale in response to a public request if sale
clearly would be in the public interest and would
conform to the management objectives for this
RMU.

No rights-of-way wiil be allowed on Squaw
Mountain.

Acguisition of one easement will be pursued
to provide public access to the Upper Laramie
River, but it will be a low priority at this time.
Acquisition of this easement, if initiated, will be
compieted in accordance with an HMP.
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Hecreation Management

Yhis unit will be managed as an exiensive
recreation management area where dispersed
ion is encouraged and where visitors will
frave freedom of re(,reatlor al choice with minimal
reguilatory constraint. ORV use will be limited to
gxisting roads and vehtole routes on all public
lands. Recreation management will emphasize
monitoring and use supervision 1o resolve user

conticts if necess ary.

Soll, Waler, and Air

No intensive actions will be impiemented in this
program except in support of other program
needs. Planning decisions will apply to surface
development,

Wildlife

Wildlife management will focus on the
development of an HMP for the Upper Laramie
River. The principal objectives will be
improvement of aquatic values. The action items
to be considered in the plan will be as follows:

We will pursue acquisition of access (1% mile),
construct a parking area, and fence it to restrict
vehicle traffic. We also will pursue acquisition of
a walking easement (% mile). (Access acquisition
will be a low priority in this area.) We will monitor
fishing pressure and cooperate with the Wyoming
Game and Fish Department to identify the need
for stocking fish or stream improvements.

For all the RMU, we will monitor the forage
availability and condition of elk, bighorn sheep,
and deer ranges. Ferret and burrowing owl
searches in prairie dog towns will be conducted
as needed.

RMU 13: Rawhide-Table Mountain-
Springer/Bump-Sullivan

RMU 13 comprises 2,900 acres of BLM-
administered public surface, 183,000 acres of state
and private land, and 9,100 acres of federal mineral
estate. The three areas of this RMU are separate
land units combined into one large RMU to
facilitate management. The principal values are
wildlife (waterfowl and upland game birds),
recreation, and management of grazing.

The location and resources provide a unique
opportunity for concentrated cooperation
between the BLM and the Wyoming Game and
Fish Department to manage and enhance these
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unique areas. Other programs will support these
values. Lands emphasis will be on acquisition and
some disposal in areas outside cooperative
management units.

Cultural Resources

Management of cultural resocurces will consist
of inventory and mitigation of impacts on cultural
resources from proposed surface development.

Energy and Minerals

Minerals activity will be at a low level because
BLM ownership is limited and there is little
potential for locatable or salable reserves. There
is an existing permit in this unit for one thin-
bedded limestone (flagstone) quarry. The
flagstone is used mainly for riprap for irrigation
canals and reservoirs.

The potential for oil and gas development in
this unit is considered moderate. No development
has occurred in this area to date.

For the protection of wildlife and their habitat,
no surface development except wildlife projects
will be permitted in the Rawhide, Table Mountain,

and Springer/Bump-Sullivan wildlife management’

units.

Fire Management

Management action for fire suppression is not
practical because of this unit's remote location.
There is a cooperative agreement on fire
suppression with Goshen County.

No priority full suppression zones will be
established in this RMU. The fire management
practice will continue to be full suppression, as
it is now.

Prescribed fire might be used for vegetative
conversion or biomass reduction on the Table
Mountain unit if recommended by the WGFD.

Grazing Management

This area contains five “M” category allotments.
The AMP and grazing systems for the four lessees
on the Table Mountain and Springer/Bump-
Sultivan wildlife management units will be
continued. The priority for management in all of
these areas, including the Rawhide unit, will be
wildlife and recreation. Decisions on grazing
management will be made through consultation
with the WGFD.

78

Lands

Approximately 240 acres are identified for
disposal in this unit. With the exception of 220
acres under a pending Desert Land Entry
application, this land will be disposed of only by
exchange or for public purpose needs. The DLE
application was filed before the plan was initiated,
and it will be considered on its own merits rather
than being denied on the basis of this planning
decision.

The Rawhide parcel is one of the ten riverfront
parcels. It can be disposed of only under the R&PP
Act. Special emphasis will be placed on
development and management of this area in
concert with the Wyoming Game and Fish
Department's developments on adjoining lands.
One exchange wil! be pursued to acquire 20 acres
of private land adjacent to the Table Mountain
Wildlife Unit.

The existing C&MU Act classification will be
converted to a withdrawal from mining operations
on 2,329.62 acres at Table Mountain and Springer/
Bump-Sullivan units.

Recreation Management

Recreation use in these three wildlife
management units is intensively managed through
a cooperative effort between the Wyoming Game
and Fish Department and the BLM. There is a
draft HMP for Table Mountain that provides
special recreation management for hunting and
fishing. Travel is restricted only during waterfowl
hunting and nesting seasons.

Springer/Bump-Sullivan Wildlife Management
Unit is managed intensively for recresation under
joint management as described above. Hunting
and fishing are the primary activities. Travel is
restricted only during waterfowl hunting and
nesting seasons.

An HMP will be prepared to provide
management guidelines for the Rawhide Wildlife
Management Unit. Public land will be added to
the unit, and management will be similar to
existing management provided by the Wyoming
Game and Fish Department. Hunting, fishing, and
alanding/launching area on the North Platte River
will be the primary recreation opportunities.

Soil, Water, and Air

No significant management actions for soil,
water, and air are anticipated except in support
of wildlife programs. Planning decisions will be
applied to activities to protect intensive
management areas.



Rewhide

g

B e &

~

1A 53 W

J

T
24
L]
fa2w
7| Locater
A E | ' Map
| {
F M
N B |
o L
[ }
o S
— i
o g
M
L
- Faderal Sorface [3900 acra;)]
7| Priwate Suertoce (50,000 aoee
o] Wdciide Lini
Exgh o
Foderal Mpreirad Extate (3100 scrnl
Tabfe Mountain and Soringer-Bump Sullivan
N AETW [ HE1W i 50 W

o
Fa
]

=117

Seale in Miles

Map M  Hawhide, Tebla Mountin and Springer-Bump Sulliven Resource Management Unit



Management Prescriptions

Wiidlife

As the principal resource program for this unit,
the wildlife program will do the following.

For the Table Mountain Wildlife Unit, we will
pursue acquisition of 20 acres through exchange.
We will construct islands in reservoirs, construct
goose nest structures on islands and on reservoir
shores, fence and cultivate shelterbelts, seed
native grasses in shelterbelts and in pastures, mow
cattails and bulrushes, control noxious weeds, and
control muskrats, jackrabbits, and prairie dogs.
Vehicle traffic will be restricted during nesting and
hunting seasons, and surface development will be
prohibited except for wildlife projects. We will
monitor duck, goose, and pheasant nesting and
recreation use.

For the Springer/Bump-Sullivan Wildlife Unit,
we will construct islands in reservoirs, construct
goose nest structures on islands and on reservoir
shores, fence and cultivate shelterbelts, seed
native grasses in shelterbelts and in pastures, mow
cattails and bulrushes, control noxious weeds, and
control muskrats, jackrabbits, and prairie dogs.
Vehicle traffic will be restricted during waterfowl
nesting and hunting seasons, and surface
development will be prohibited except for wildlife
projects. We will monitor duck, goose, and
pheasant nesting and recreation use.

For the Rawhide Wildlife Unit, we will consider
construction of islands in reservoirs and goose
nest structures on islands and on reservoir shores.
We also may plant, fence, and cultivate
shelterbelts, seed native grasses in shelterbelts
and in pastures, mow cattails and bulrushes,
control noxious weeds, and control muskrats,
jackrabbits, and prairie dogs.

RMU 14: Remaining Platte River
Resource Area

RMU 14 comprises all lands in the PRRA not
included in the other 13 RMUs. It was established
to provide a detailed accounting of grazing
management, since most atlotment boundaries do
not coincide with RMU boundaries. There are
unitwide resource values and program
management needs for all multiple resources that
cannot be confined to units. Prescriptions for this
RMU address specific management needs and the
general areawide program. All programs are
addressed where values and needs exist.
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Cultural Resources

n addition to specific sites identified in other
RMU prescriptions, seven sites would be
protected from surface occupancy or
disturbance: Rawhide Buttes Stage Station, Chug
Springs Stage Station, Elkhorn Stage Station,
Chimney Rock Station, Rawhide Buttes Mining
Disrtict, 48 NA 227, and Spanish Diggings
(48PLA48).

A goal for this unit and for the PRRA as a whole
will be to establish a cultural data base. Program
management will be based on resource needs.

Energy and Minerals

Mining claims are scattered throughout much
of the unit. There are many bentonite and uranium
claims in Natrona County and Converse County.
Other claims exist for gold, jade, copper, and iron.
Assessment work is done annually. Material such
as sand and gravel, bentonite, aggregate
limestone, moss rock, and flagstone are available
throughout the unit, and use is being made of
these materials. Most public demand will be met
through existing pits. New sale sites will be
established on public demand.

There is high potential for oil and gas
development in the part of the unit lying roughly
north of U.S. Highway 20 from Lost Springs to
Orin Junction, north of Interstate 25 from Orin
Junction to Casper, and northwest of Wyoming
220 from Casper to the resource area boundary.
The exception is the Rattlesnake Mountains,
where the oil and gas potential is low. Within the
area described, there are numerous fields that
produce large quantities of cil or gas, or both.
Most of the fields in Converse County have been
developed within the past 15 years. New high-
producing fields are still being discovered. Most
fields in the high potential area of Natrona County
are considerably older than those in Converse
County. Because of their age, they produce
smaller quantities of oil or gas per well. The rest
of the RMU has low to moderate oil and gas
potential.

We will authorize exploration and development
in accordance with lease provisions. Lease
constraints and development will be subject to
land use decisions described in the “Planning
Decisions” section.

Fire Management

On the basis of all previous RMU prescriptions,
a total of 778,235 acres of BLM surface will be
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designated as either priority suppression (67,520
acres), full suppression {194,315 acres) or limited
suppression (516,600 #<ras). That leaves
approximately 421,218 acras of BLM surface for
consideration in this RML. (f the 621,218 acres,
16,640 acres will be placed in priority suppression,
348,160 acres in limited suppression, and 256,418
acres will be managed under full suppression. An
estimated total of 10,450 acres of ihis RMU will
be addressed in the prescribed fire plan. This
brings the total potential burn treaiment area for
the PRRA to about 27,000 acres (see table 1 in
the “Planning Decisions” section).

We will seek approximately 24 cooperative
agreements with owners of adjacent land for
inclusion of intenvirigiad ownership lands in the
limited suppression nfan. This means that there
will be an estimated fctal of 105 cooperative
agreements in the PRRBA «.ien the limited
suppression plan is fully implemeanted.

Fire management for the entire resource area
will incorporate a priority suppression plan, a
limited suppression plan, and a prescribed fire
plan, as well as the normal fire year plan and the
fire suppression constraints required by wildlife,
cultural, and watershed resources.

We will continue cooperative agreements on
initial attack for fire suppression with the Forest
Service, the Wyoming Division of Forestry,
Natrona County, Converse County, and Goshen
County. Platte County will be included after
establishment of agreements.

Forest Management

Management actions will focus largely on
collection of data from which to prescribe forest
management. Management potential is affected
by marginal forestry base, topography, and
distance from communities. We will do the
following:

For Hartville-Sunrise, we will conduct a forest
reconnaissance of the area, collect data, and
assess the resource potential. If there is harvest
potential, we will sell on demand only, and the
permittee will have to arrange access.

For Pine Mountain, we will conduct a forest
reconnaissance of the area, collect data, and
assess the resource potential. If there is harvest
potential, we will sell on demand only, and the
permittee will have to arrange access.

For Salt Canyon, we will conduct a forest
reconnaissance of the area, coliect data, and
assess the resource potential. If there is harvest
potential, we will prepare a plan for the sale and
obtain temporary access.
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For other isolated tracts, we will conduct a forest
reconnaissance, collect data, and assess the
resource potential. If there is harvest potential, we
will sell on demand only, and the permittee will
have to arrange access. If no potential is found,
these areas will be eliminated from the forest base.

For Rattlesnake Mountain, we will conduct &
forest reconnaissance, collect data, and assess the
resource potential. If sufficient volume is present
to warrant sales, we will sell forest products on
demand only.

For Bessemer Mountain, we will conduct a forest
reconnaissance, collect data, and deterimine ihe
managment potential.

For Coal Mountain (part of which is in RMU
& and part of which is in RMU 14), we will conduct
a forest reconnaissance of the area, collect data,
and determine the resource potential. If there is
harvest potential, we will sell forest products on
demand.

Grazing Managemenit

Many grazing allotments are included in two
or more RMUs. For this reason, a general
discussion for the range program is presented
here.

*RP8* This section and the “Grazing Management” portion
of the “Planning Decisions” section contain the rest of
the data required for the rangeland program summary
(see "G1. Grazing Lease Administration” in that section).

Our overall objective for the grazing
management program in the PRRA is to prevent
overgiazing and downward trends in all leases and
to improve livestock forage conditions in 37 “I”
category leases and 15 “M” category leases. This
is to be accomplished with no adverse impact to
wildlife and watershed values. If two alternatives
are available that offer comparable benefits to
livestock, the alternative that is most beneficial
to wildlife and watershed values will be chosen.
Custodial (“C”) category allotments will be
available for sale or other disposal if all criteria
are met.

All lease expiration dates will continue i0 be
February 28, 1990. Existing grazing preference
aliocations will remain unchanged. Future upward
or downward changes may be allocated to
livestock, wildlife, watershed, or a combination of
these three land uses.

Livestock kinds, seasons, and numbers will
continue to be authorized as shown in appendix
D of the draft RMP/EIS. Allotment boundaries and
base property locations will be recertified for all
“I"and "M"” allotments.



TH L

G

iy

o

_.-.._.L.uu”_

R 4
N | 4 H NI
i
Ln..-m_“_un.._ R | _n__l.

Uy psuadiue ) amnosay
g 200 bialy 01e)d Binseueyg

1 ey

i

(R OO0 OGE G5 LT Py EE
(VR IO'ONE ] fan)ing e
{820T QOO'IED) AUERING TIaDa |

VTGS L Sl

CARRA R sy __“\M“N\

punoituey o
ddil e
i AodieE
BOAIG aling oty ¥
ol 1] L SusaaBRLE TR W @
g bl wieg g
pasjbdaaugy apda g P...J...._.ﬂ._ﬂ
BT L R Ll Ll p—

AR




Management Prescriptions

A base property requirement of 90 days wili be
established for the entire resource area. An
exception will have to be made for existing
allotments that have historically had iess base
property than thatl necessary to meet a 30-day
requirement. For those aliotments, future
reductions in size or division of the alioiment will
not be possible unless it can be combined with
an adjacent allotiment that mests the 90-day
requirement.

Preference statemenis (annual grazing lease
applications) will be sent to all lease holders of
“I” and "M category allotments.

Tasll

o category allotments will be leased vyear
round if no other information is availabie

We wiil prepare intensive livestock management
plans {allotment management plans. cooperative
management agreements, coordinated
management plang) for priority atlotments if
serious livestock use conflicts are found.

We will continue to operate two AMPs for the
Bates Creek and Table Mountain alloiments.
Livestock grazing management problems will be
handied through ifease stipulations. Aill new
construction projects will be supported with a plan
of development on allotments not having AMPs.

Cooperative management agreements will not
be initialed from 1985 through 1989. After 1989,
agreements may be made on “I” and “M" category
aliotments if personnel and funding are available
after completion of work in high priority 1"
category allotments,

The intensity of use supervision will vary
according to allotment category and the level of
studies implemented. Use supervision will range
from fieid verification of actual use to field checks
of forage utilization. For a more detailed
description by allotment, see tables 2 and 3 in
the “Planning Decisions” secticn.

Use supervision on “C” category allotments will
be handied as specific problems arise, or on a
minimum of ten allotments per year. Supervision
will amount to verification of livestock use,
estimates of range condition and use. and
photographs of public fand in the allotment.

Range site mapping will be completed for the
slope west and north of Buffalo Creek on the
Buffalo Creek and Willow Creek ranches in areas
of critical winter range for elk.

Grazing permittees will have to provide actual
use data annually for the first five years.
Thereafter, the requirement for actual use data
may be limited to “I” category aliotments
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Forage utilization studies will vary from
permanently iocated transects to an ocular
gstimate for complete pastures. The studies will
be ciosely tied to use supervision. Permanent
trend transects will be located in higher priority
“I" category aliotments where potential use
probiems exist. More transects may be installed
after the first five years.

Additional rain gauges will be installed.
Locations will be coordinated with soils and
vegetation benchmark studies.

Range readiness and plant phenology studies
will be used in critical spring or early summer
pastures, particular!y in areas of higher elevation
such as the South Big Horns, Muddy Mountain,
Deer Creek range, and Rattlesnake range.

We will conduct special studies in selected high
erosion areas and areas of potential conflict
between livestock and big game. These studies
will be expanded at the end of five years if
problems are found.

We will conduct intensive studies on trend,
wildlife, watershed, range site mapping, or high
use supervision for some high priority “I”
aliotments. Ranchers will be contacted for project
work or it problems are found through use
supervision.

Funds generally will be allocated first to project
developments in “1” category allotments, second
to "M” allotments, and last to “C” allotments.
Allotment-wide projects will take precedence over
single, isolated projects.

Grazing fee funds or range betterment funds
will not be used to build or maintain fences to
exclude livestock grazing to the benefit of other
activities. Examples of such projects are fences
around reservoirs, riparian areas, and recreation
sites.

Stock driveway fences will be maintained jointly
by the BLM and the adjoining grazing lessee. The
BLM will provide materials and the lessee will
provide labor.

Water developments normally will be
constructed by the BLM and maintained by the
user. The BLM will provide most of the funds for
drilling and casing wells, with the rancher
supplying all down hole and above-ground
equipment.

BLLM funding of major reconstruction projects
will be determined case by case.

*RPS* The following section summarizes the planned
accomphlishments of grazing management actions
planned for the life of the RMP (1985 through 1985). Any
additions or changes will be described in RPS updates.
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Authorized annual BLM grazing use: 203,704 AUMs

Annual BLM allotment use supervision/inspections: 37 on
"I allotments, 57 on “M” allotments, and 10 on "C”
allotments

Total number of BLM allotments to be monitored: 21 “I”
allotments and 1 "M” allotment

Total number of AMPs to be developed: none
Total number of AMPs to be maintained: 2

Estimate of new range projects over ten years: 15 springs,
24 reservoirs, 5 wells, 4,125 acres of brush control, and
18 miles of fencing

Annual noxious weed control: 2 contracts

Prairie dog control: unknown

Lands

Approximately 79,700 acres of public land are
identified for disposal in this unit. No limitation
is placed on the type of disposal. Seven areas
containing 1,418.88 acres are identified for
disposal only under the R&PP Act. These are
Natrona County School Site (40 acres), Torrington
Area (120 acres), Glendo Reservoir (91.80 acres),
Gray Rocks Reservoir {278 acres), Casper Area
(200 acres), Esterbrook Townsite (15.29 acres),
and an area adjacent to the Converse County Park
(659.82 acres). Of this total, 200 acres in the
Casper area can be disposed of by any means
after 1987 if no R&PP lease or patent is issued
by that time.

Six R&PP leases and patents are present in this
unit and will continue to be developed for and
used by the public. Exchanges will be pursued
in the Rattlesnake Range, and other exchanges
may be proposed by interested parties. An active
sale program will be undertaken for these disposal
lands. A disposal plan will be prepared for the
entire resource area, with primary focus on this
unit. Priority of disposal will be established to the
extent possible in this plan.

Five corridors are designated in the resource
area, all of which are in Natrona County. Major
rights-of-way will be confined to these designated
corridors whenever possible. When placement of
a major facility within a designated corridor is not
possible, and for smaller right-of-way facilities,
placement will be adjacent to existing facilities
or disturbances. Cross-country right-of-way
placement will be allowed only when placement
in a designated corridor or adjacent to an existing
facility is not practical or feasible. New corridors
will be designated only when placement as
indicated above is not practical and when the
environmental impacts can be adequately
mitigated. Designated corridor widths and the
sizes and types of facilities allowed are as follows:
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Oregon Trail: This corridor consists of three
segments. Segment A is approximately 1 mile
north of the Oregon Trail Road between the west
boundary of the resource area and Oil Mountain.
This segment will be used by all types and sizes
of facilities. To the extent possible, the southern
. mile of the corridor width will be used for power
lines and overhead facilities and the northern
mile will be used for pipelines and other buried
facilities. Segment B extends between Qil
Mountain and Casper, generally parallel to the
Oregon Trait and over Emigrant Ridge. All sizes
of overhead facilities will be considered in this
segment. Segment C branches from the Oil
Mountain area, around the north edge of Oil
Mountain, then along Poison Spider Road into
Casper. This segment will be used for all types
and sizes of rights-of-way, but primarily for buried
facilties.

Poison Spider Road: This corridor is 2 mile wide,
s mile on either side of the road between the west
boundary of the resource area and the junction
with Segment C of the Oregon Trail corridor. Only
wood pole power lines and telephone lines will
be considered in this corridor.

U.S. Highway 20-26: This corridor will be 3 miles
wide, 1% miles on either side of the highway. All
types and sizes of facilities will be considered.

Wyoming Highway 259/1).S. 87: This corridor is
2 miles wide between Casper and Ormsby road,
5 miles wide between Ormsby Road and Midwest,
and 1 mile wide from Midwest to the northern
boundary of the resource area. All sizes and types
of facilities will be considered. Routing changes
will be made to avoid conflicts with the towns of
Midwest and Edgerton. Routing also will avoid oil
and gas production areas in the Salt Creek Field.

Wyoming Highway 387. This corridor is 2 miles
wide, extending from west of Midwest past
Edgerton to the northern boundary of the resource
area. Wood pole or buried power and telephone
lines will be considered in this corridor. Routing
adjustments will be made to minimize the impacts
on the towns of Midwest and Edgerton and on
oil field operations.

No rights-of-way will be allowed in the following
areas: Wyoming Highway 220 from Bessemer
Mountain to Alcova; I-25 in Ts. 37, 38, and 39 N,
Rs. 79 and 80 W.; Rattlesnake Range; Pine Ridge;
north and west of the Badwater, Lost Cabin-
Arminto, and Buffalo Creek Roads and the
Redwall ACEC; Muddy Mountain elk winter range;
within 1 mile of the North Platte River; Jackson
Canyon ACEC; Squaw Mountain; and the towns
of Midwest and Edgerton except for utility lines
serving these towns and roads and facilities
necessary for operation of the Salt Creek oil field.
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One exception will be made if oil and gas
production is achieved in the South Big Horn
Mountains. At that time, rights-of-way will be
allowed only in accordance with an approved oil
field development plan. Rights-of-way needed to
transport products out of the area must parallel
county roads except for the Big Horn Mountains,
Okie Trail, and Buffalo Creek county roads.

Acquisition of two easements will be pursued
for public access along the Horse Ranch and
Canyon Creek roads.

Recreation Management

Generally, the unit will be managed as an
extensive recreation management area where
dispersed recreation is encouraged and where
visitors will have freedom of recreational choice
with minimal regulatory constraint. Recreation
management and maintenance will emphasize
monitoring, use supervision, and enforcement to
resolve user conflicts and provide resource
protection.

ORV use will be limited to existing roads and
vehicle routes on all public lands except for the
Poison Spider Bentonite Pit. This 200-acre area
will be designated an open area for all forms of
ORV use year-round. The BLM will seek
assistance in managing the area through the use
of a special recreation use permit, which will
provide for a local ORV group to assist in
managing, maintenance, and monitoring. Support
facilities will be vault latrines, picnic tables, and
trash cans.

The BLM will continue to manage and maintain
Camel Hump Campground for camping. Only
minimum facilities are planned: one vault latrine,
designated parking and camping areas, picnic
tables, and trash cans.

Soil, Water, and Air

The foilowing sensitive drainages will be studied
further to determine the need for additional
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protective measures and for the development and
implementation of watershed management
plans: Cloud Creek, Cave Gulch, Castle Creek,
Aspirin Creek, and Wallace Creek. The same kind
of studies will be done on the fragile watershed
areas Alcova Rim and at the head of Small
Creek: T.36 N, R. 82 W.; T. 38 N., R. 82 W., Sec.
4,and T.39 N, R. 82 W, Secs. 33 and 34.

Level I stream surveys will continue until a
statistically reliable data base can be established.
Progress also will continue toward completion of
the order IIl soil survey now being conducted for
the rest of the unit.

The inventory of water right quantification on
public land will continue.

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System monitoring will continue on point
discharges in oil fields.

Wildlite

The following wildlife management will be
implemented:

For the Medicine Bow HMP we will fence
riparian areas, improve springs and seeps, control
beaver populations with assistance from WGFD,
and monitor and study habitat condition and trend
and wildlife use.

For the Thirty-three Mile Reservoir HMP, we will
provide exclosure fencing and initiate a study to
determine the nesting density of waterfowl and
shorebirds.

For the Teal Marsh Reservoir HMP, we will
provide exclosure fencing, study the nesting
density of waterfow! and shorebirds, fence the
wetlands portion of the reservoir, annually initiate
studies of antelope and deer winter ranges for
condition of browse, monitor sage grouse and
raptor nesting, mitigate oil and gas realty actions,
and change fences in antelope critical winter
range to meet standard specifications.
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS
TO THE RMP/EIS

Any necessary additions or corrections to
chapter 5 and appendix B of the final RMP/EIS have been incorporated into
the "Management Prescriptions” and “Planning Decisions” sections of this
document. Additions and corrections to other parts of the RMP/EIS are listed
below. In the list, a partial paragraph at the top of the page counts as paragraph
1. Words that have been added or changed appear in bold type. Page numbers

refer to the final RMP/EIS.

Para-
Page Column graph Line Should Read
29 Left After 3, add There are jsolated parcels in RMUs 1

new paragraph

31 Left 2 2,34

72 Left 5 4 to end

through 13 that are not likely to be
used for public purpose needs or
exchanges because they are remote and
because such actions would be
impractical and not cost effective.
There is a need tc be able to respond
to a request for sale of these parcels
when all other means of disposal have
been exhausted. For this reason, sale
of such parcels could be considered if
it clearly would be in the public
interest. The resource area would
review any such request for sale to
determine if it would be in the public
interest and would conform with the
management objectives for that RMU.
This provision would allow greater
flexibility in land disposals.

... Current management would
continue. The current management
adequately ... [There is no plan

to withdraw the Red Wall from mineral
entry.]

... resources. In general,

human occupation has been concentrated
along waterways and around water
sources. Water is essential to life.
Well-watered areas tend to support
human occupation and life. The
remnants of such occupation are
observed historically as cultural
resources. Delete the last

sentence. (There is no evidence that
supports the statement that fragile and
sensitive watersheds can contain a
higher probability of occurrence of
cultural resources.)
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Para-
Page Column graph Line Should Read

74 Left 6 1and? ... the primary goal of
providing long-term productivity
of the soil and water resources.
(Our use of the term "protecting” in
the final RMP/EIS was inaccurate.)

99 Map legend—Private Surface 123,000 acres
101 Left 1 10 ... land is not within the
ACEC
230, These pages were inadvertently placed in the wrong order during
231 document production. The material on page 231 should appear on 230,

and vice versa. They have been placed in the correct order in the
“Planning Decisions” section of this record of decision.
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